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Overview

Thetask of assemblingrural crimefactsis
complicated by themany definitionsof rural that abound,
andthetendency for most agenciesto aggregatedatain
waysthat aredifficulttoapply tolocal communities.
Similar difficultiesareinherentintheword*crime”’ which
oftenisbroadly construed to encompassawiderange of
violentbehaviors.

Themost frequently cited sourceof crime
stati sticsisthe Bureau of Justi ce Stati stics, which summa-
rizesinformationfromtheUniform CrimeReportsand
theNationa CrimeVictimizationSurvey. The
Sourcebook of Crimina Justice Statisticsal socompiles
tablesfromtheseand other sourcesinan annual publica-
tion. Factspertinenttorural crimearealsosprinkled
through avariety of other datasources, and often need to
beteased out of reportswritten for purposesother than
exploringrural differences.

Theoveral impressonwhenlookingatindividual
reportsacrossdifferent datasourcesisthat rura crime
andviolenceisaseriousand complicated problemthat
demandsaspecialized approach. Theseriousnessof the
problemisevident fromthefailureof rural areasto
benefitto inthesamedegreefromdeclining crimerates
asurbanareas. Thecomplicatingfeaturesof addressing
rural safety issuesarisefromthefact that athoughrura
areasarestructuraly different fromurban areas, thereis
considerablevariationamong rural communities. Thus,
evenwhenconsideringanoverall view of rural crime, the
specific causesand consequencesof crimefor any
individua community arelikely tobeunique.

Rural CrimeFacts

. Thenumber of total arrestsinrural counties
numbered 848,9681n 1998, reported by 1,837 different
law enforcement agencies, covering an estimated
populationof 20millionresidents. ®

. Themagjority of arresteesinrural countieswere
white (79%) and over the age of 18 (88%).

. Thefaling crimeratehasbenefitted urbanand
suburban areasmorethan rural areas. From 1993-1998,
therehasbeen lessof adecreaseinviolent and property
crimeratesinrural areasthaninurban and suburban
areas, thoughoverall violent crimeratesarestill lower in
rural areas. @

. Rurd violent crimevictimsarelesslikely tobe
victimized by astranger than urban or suburbanvictims.
For exampl e, the percentage of homicidesinvolvingan
intimateisgreater inrural areas(21%) thaninlargecities
(7%). @

. Despiteanoverall decreaseinhomicidetrends,
most of thedecreasehasoccurredinlargecitieswith
rura areasexperiencingreatively littlechangeinhomicide
prevaence.®

. Themost commonlocationfor rural victimsof
violent crimewastheir homes(18%). For urbanand
suburban areas, the most common areaswere open
placessuchasonthestreet, or in publictransportation. @

. Thepercentageof rural violent crimeoffenders
perceivedto beunder theinfluenceof a cohol or drugs
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(35%) washigher than the percentagesof urban and
suburban offenders (29%). @

. Rura violent offendersarelesslikely (8%) than
suburban (9%) or urban (12%) violent offenderstousea
firearm. @

. Rural residentsof racesother than black or white
weretwiceaslikely tobevictimsof violent crimeaswere
black or whiterural residents. Specifically, theratesof
victimizationwere: 31%white; 34% black; 68% other.
Additiondlly, rural residentsheaded by personsof other
raceswerevictimsof property crimeat higher rates (34%)
than black (20%) or white (21%) households. @

. Between 1993-1998, 90% of therural population
waswhiteand whiteswere perceived to havecommitted
72%of rurd violent victimizations. Althoughblacks
comprised 8% of therural population, they were per-
ceivedto havecommitted 16% of rural violent crimes. @
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State Resour cesfor Rural Crime Facts

Each statehasaStatistical AnalysisCenter, a
federally designated agency that hasresponsbility for
collecting criminal justicedata. Thereisagood deal of
varianceinthetypeand amount of datacollected, mostly
dependent uponthesizeof thestate, but oftenthese
centersaretheonly placewhereonemay get county and
community level crimedata. For moreinformationonhow
to contact state Statistical AnalysisCentersand view
relevant publicationsyou canvisit the JusticeResearch and
Statistic Associationwebsite(Www.jrsa.org).

Other Sitesfor Related Rural CrimeFacts
Bureau of Justice Statistics(www.oj p.usdoj.gov/hjs)

TheUnited NationsCrimeand Justicel nformation
Network (www.ifs.univie~ac.at/~uncjin/wcs.html)

Childtrends(www.childtrends.org)
TheCensusBureau (www.census.gov)

Inter-University Consortiumfor Political and Socia
Research (www.icpsr.umich.edu)

National DataArchiveon Child Abuseand Neglect
(www.fldc.cornell.edu)

Officeof JuvenileJustice Delinquency Prevention
(http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ojstabb/index.htm)

Center for Disease Control (www.cdc.gov)
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