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EK. Sparks

2:30-3:45 MW
Dan  303/405

Spring 2005


                                    Policy Statement for Engl 496—

Capstone Seminar on Woolf and Eliot
q Keep a copy of this handout for future reference; it constitutes a legal contract between us.  You are responsible for knowledge of its contents throughout the semester 

X Getting in Touch with Me
My office is 613 Strode; the phone number is 656-5410.  To leave a message call my home.
My office hours are: M 12:00-1:30and 4:00-5:00; T/3:30-5:00; W 9:00-10:30 and 4:00-5:00, and by appointment.  Check the schedule link on my home page for changes. 
My e-mail address is sparks@clemson.edu  (This is the most reliable way to contact me)

My home page is http://clemson.edu/~sparks/  You can reach the class home page from here. 
My home phone is 646-6232; my answering machine is currently working.

Please be courteous about when you call.
{  Required Texts (also see handout for recommended texts)
· Eliot’s Poetry – several options; choose from recommended texts

· Monday or Tuesday by Woolf  (Dover Thrift Editions) or Complete Shorter Fiction, ed by Susan Dick   List Price$14.00 Paperback - Harcourt Brace

· Selected Prose of T. S. Eliot Frank Kermode (Editor) List Price$13.00    Paperback (November 1975)  Harcourt Brace; ISBN0156806541 

· A Room of One's Own (Annotated) by Virginia Woolf, Mark Hussey (Editor), Susan Gubar (Introduction)  Publisher: Harvest Books (August 1, 2005)  ISBN: 0156030411 
· Mrs. Dalloway (Annotated) by Virginia Woolf, Mark Hussey (Editor), Bonnie Kime Scott  (Introduction) Publisher: Harvest Books (August 1, 2005) ISBN: 0156030357 
· Norton Critical Edition of The Waste Land
· To the Lighthouse (Annotated) by Virginia Woolf, Mark Hussey (Editor and Introduction)  Publisher: Harvest Books (August 1, 2005)  ISBN: 0156030470 
· The Waves by Virginia Woolf. Harvest Books; Harcourt Brace. ISBN: 0156949601 
· Virginia Woolf A to Z:  A Comprehensive Reference for Students, Teachers  and Common Readers to Her Life, Works and Critical Reception  by Mark Hussey. List Price$19.95 Paperback (December 1996) Oxford Univ Pr (Trade); ISBN0195110277 (Remaindered)

· One of two critical books on Eliot; choose from recommended texts
(Course Goals
As a capstone seminar, this course is designed to be both a culmination of students’ experience as an English major and an introduction/transition to the professional world of English Studies.  Goals for the course include:
· An intensified understanding and appreciation of the works of Eliot and Woolf and their relative places in the canon of Modernist literature

· More sophisticated ability to discuss issues of literary interpretation

· Improved writing skills

· Increasing knowledge and understanding of the professional world of scholarship and research

· Ability to do basic library research, including finding critical sources and being able to evaluate how relevant, reputable, and reliable they are.

?Course Activities and Grades
Each week participants will read primary and secondary works, as well as the journal entries of other students.

· 30%=Journal

· 15%=Reports

· 35%=Paper  (includes proposal, biblio, and 5 summaries)
· 10%=Final
· 10% Class Participation (includes grade on presentation of research project)

· t JOURNAL--  Each member of the seminar will participate in the class listserv, posting two-pages (500 wds.) of response to the primary and critical readings to the class listserv every week   . 25 entries due=25% of grade.  You get a point for each entry that is turned in on-time (one by class time Monday; one by Friday)  Entries that are extra long, extra smart, and/or contain references to extra sources will get a plus. You’ll need pluses for the additional 5% possible based on over-all quality of thought and breadth of reading.
· y REPORTS -- In addition, 6 times during the semester, each student will be responsible for reading a supplemental  critical essay and writing up a one-page annotation of it, to be shared with the class and posted to the class website.  (See Seminar Reports List; sign up on Message Grid.  Teacher will need an electronic version of each report, preferably in MS word)  Reports get a basic 2 points for coming in on time and long enough. 6@2 pts =12 pts. Can get one point on a report if it is too short, sketchy.  Can get pluses to make up an additional 3 possible bonus points for extra length and deeper thought

· O RESEARCH  PROJECT/PAPER -- Each seminar member will write a short (10-14 page) seminar paper on some aspect of work by either Woolf or Eliot or both.  Seminar Paper (35% total)
· Abstract and initial biblio (5% possible A=5, B=4) – one page outline/ summary of you research question and interests,  plus a potential bibliography of at least 10 very relevant sources.  Due in-class W, Oct  19.

· Summaries of 5 Crucial Articles (5% possible; A=5, B=4) Due, Friday, Nov 11.
· Paper itself (25%) – 8-12 pp.  Five page summary/presentation version due by e-mail the morning of your presentation.  Final version (incoporating student and prof’s comments on presentation) due Friday Dec. 9.  
· . 
jPenalties for Absences and Late Work

Since this is a seminar, I do not expect either absences or late work.  Of course, things happen, and I don’t expect everyone (anyone) to be perfect, so there is some slack.   However,
· I will be shocked and surprised if anyone is ever absent; possible excuses include car wrecks, hospitalization, arrests, and similarly catastrophic emergencies.  More than three absences without a dramatic reason will put your grade in jeopardy.

· I expect all journals to come in on time, so I and the other participants have a chance to read them.  Any journal entry more than a week late will receive a zero.

· Same thing with reports.  They are due in written form in class on the day for which they are assigned.   Reports handed in more than a week late get a zero.

4Final exam: 10% of grade.  At least one essay comparing and contrasting some aspect(s) of Eliot and Woolf.  Actual list of questions will be negotiated the last week of class.  The exam  will be open book and open notes, but you have to actually write it in-class.

Staying in Touch with the Course   
Detailed assignments for each day of class are kept up-to-date on the class syllabus page at: http://virtual.clemson.edu/groups/dial/t&vseminar/indextv49605.html  (reachable through my home page)  Always check this page before bothering me or other class members about assignments. Also check the syllabus page daily to see what books you need to bring. 

Links to all handouts for the class are available on the web syllabus on the class day they were used.  Some links are also available on the main class web page. 
 w Plagiarism

          One of the major goals of this course is learning how to use sources, so we will work hard on learning to quote, paraphrase, and responsibly integrate the ideas and words of others into your writing. 

          Deliberate plagiarism from library or on-line sources or from other students' papers will be prosecuted to the full extent of university regulations. 

          Read the section on plagiarism in the Student Handbook. A serious offense, plagiarism can get you thrown out of school and remain a permanent blot on your record--besides causing you to loose national elections.

