Comparison/ Contrast of The Thing from Another Planet and The Day the Earth Stood Still
	
	The Thing

(1951)
	Day the Earth Stood Still

(1951)

	Hero/ Alazons


	· Cpt. Pat Hendry (Patrick Henry= “give me liberty.”)  Follows rules but only as long as they aren’t stupid; competent, practical, intuitive; everyman.
	· Klaatu, Dr. B: both elite intellectuals; both foreigners; philosopher kings

· Helen & Bobby B: open-minded, not given to paranoia; altruistic

	
	· Carrington (who doesn’t care): arrogant scientist is Alazon/foil
	· Alazons are Tom the insurance salesman –only out for himself; people in boarding house who are paranoid republicans; military who shoot first; politicians who can’t stop quarreling long enough to have a meeting

	Political Stance

· Attitude twds Military

· Attitude twds utopia
	CONSERVATIVE/ POPULIST

· Military brass and bureaucracy not that bright but Cpt. is doing his job

· Dr. C yearns for utopia--bad
	LIBERAL

· Military is stupid and oppressive.  Smarter higher; dumber lower.  But it’s perfectly okay when martial law is declared

	Attitude towards Science/ Scientists
	· Carrington has bad judgment. Lust for knowledge seems selfish. Is associated wi Commies

· Other scientists are okay, but are repeatedly compared to children wi toys—infantilized,
	· Wants to talk to scientists; Dr. Barnhart seen as reasonable person

	Attitude twds Other/ alien
	· Alien is evil – has no emotions, no sexuality
	· Klaatu is telling the truth

	Attitude towards Women
	· 
	· 

	Source of threat and Movement (from country to city?)
	
	

	Who do you trust?

How are ordinary folks
	· Ordinary guys
	· Trust the authorities, the “smart” people

· Can’t trust politicians

· Ordinary people are fearful and liable to mob violence

	Nature of humanity

What makes us human?
	
	

	Fundamental Assumptions/ Values
	
	


