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Science Fiction Film: Midterm Essay Exam

Pick one of the topics below and write an essay answering it.  Your essay should be at least 3 pp. long (750 words). The purpose of this essay is to show me that you have been doing the readings for the course, so you should try to incorporate as much evidence from the criticism as possible.  It would be very good to do this in the form of actual citations from the articles.  Of course it matters how smart your answer is, but I will be giving grades more on the basis of how many articles you have read, not how bright you are.  We have read about fifty articles and chapters of books so far; a good exam would reference about a third of these.  I would prefer it to be typed, so I can get electronic copy and also hard copy that is easy to read.  You have one week to do this; final drafts-- both hard and electronic versions -- are due by 4:30 next Monday, March 2.

1. King and Krzywinska define the genre of SF film in terms of both syntactic and semantic elements.  Explain what these terms mean and discuss how the movies we’ve seen illustrate defining characteristics of SF films, in both registers.  Be sure to use the essays we’ve read to answer this.  Which critics have emphasized which elements?

2.  In his review of SF film criticism in Chapter Two of his book, Telotte lists more than five different critical approaches used to analyze SF movies.  Which of these perspectives have we explored so far in the course?  Define the various methods and illustrate them using the assigned essays.
3.  What is your personal definition of the genre of science fiction film?  How do the films we have seen so far fit or not fit into your definition?  (Be sure to include consideration of the criticism in this answer.  I have a record of whether you were at the movies or not, so I don’t really care how smart your answer is about the movies; I am looking for references to the readings.)
4.   What themes are emerging as central to the SF films we’ve seen so far?  Pick two or three that extend through most of the criticism about the movies we’ve seen so far and trace their evolution.  (This means doing the films in chronological order, please).

5.  How have the films we have seen so far manifested the social, political, economic issues of their times?  What historical backgrounds and interpretations have been provided by the criticism we’ve read?  
6. Another way to go at this: compare and contrast the political descriptions of science fiction film in essays by Dresser, Biskin, and Ryan and Kellner. According to the critics we’ve read, how do SF films line up ideologically?  What characteristics most clearly show us political leanings?  Do these definitions and affillations change over time?
