Gender Issues in SF Film

King and Krzywinska  (37-43)
· To what degree and why is SF a male oriented genre?

· Demographcs – oriented towards adolescent male viewer

· Thematics: male quests, combat, adventure…not so much female: relationships etc.-

· Frequently all-male crews

· How does Hollywood attempt to broaden appeal of SF to women?

· Put in a romance

· Emphasize maternal

· “reading against the grain”

· Queer theory: 

· Gendering of binary oppositions

· Technology-male/ Nature-female

· Active-male/passive-female

· Space as male/ earth as female

· Rational-male/irrational, emotional -female

· Critique of hyper-masculinity

· Female Body

· Gender roles

· The Gaze

· Radical Films

· Themes

· Reproduction

· Women as machines (robots)

Telotte (49-54)

· Men do; women watch

· Women’s relation to technology

· Donna Haraway—cyborg (Mixture of human and machine breaks down dichotomies, including gender oppositions)
· Appropriation of reproductive capacity

· Monstrous feminine

· Women’s relationships—how do women relate to each other?

· Characteristics of women

· Appetite/ desire

· Appearance/ costumes/ make-up

· Sex and love

