Issues to Discuss About Dr. Strangelove

· Genre—Is this a SF film?  How and how not?

· Names—what are symbolic implications of various names?
· Themes—what are the central themes of Dr. S and how do they compare/contrast to themes in other SF films?

· Tension/ Paradoxes

· Animal (infantile) /rational

· Language: useless or mad facility vs. inability to connect

· Objects of Satire

· Technology:  sense of the breakdown of our complex tech (symbolized by increasing break-down of Strangelove himself) 

· The primitive origins/drives etc. of our humanity are constantly breaking through our attempts to create a logical mechanical systematized world.

· We are all in our own little worlds and attempts to communicate with those outside our pods are largely doomed to failure

· Humor

· Structural Devices: Settings, Characters, Dialogue

· Settings: all isolated. Each a separate womb/room; each has a way to view the world, but that connection gets progressively destroyed/ ursuped by technology.  All use available light; different light palletes
· Bomber—stereotypical war movie..Texas pilot, Jewish radio guy; the bombardier is Black guy..All completely dead-pan.   All that machinery doesn’t tell you what you need to know.  Lots of closeups, claustrophobic, chaotic
· Army base: 

· Kubrick’s body of work: Set ups for 2001

· Obsessions with bodily functions such as: sex, (copulation and phallic aggression) drinking and eating, excrement

