Notes on The Thing from Another World
(Feb 2006)

Characters:
	Militray
	Scientists
	Others

	· General Fogarty
· Cpt Pat. Hendy     
· Lt. Eddie Dykes (Geiger Counter)

· Lt Ken Erickson
· Crew Chief
· Corporal Barnes (radio operator)
· MacPherson
	· Nikki

· Dr. Carrington

· Dr. Stern (botanist)
· Lawrence

· Maurice

· Olsen (dead)

· Auerbach (dead)


	· Scotty

· The Thing




ARCTIC MISSION
Starts out with winter scene—snow falling heavily..

Officers Club/ Anchorage Alaska  

Scotty comes to table with three guys: 
McPherson, Cpt, Henry  (Hendry)  Pat Hendry=give me liberty….
Man walking through snow to club

Start talking about Accra where women hardly wear anything—very smart of them

Three of them fan you in hammock

When I die I hope I’ll go there.\

Cpt. Says he’s been there. (not interested)
They start playing poker… Cpt. Has 2 queens..
Can’t fool our Cpt. Only girls can do that.
They start talking about trying to get to Seattle where there are girls.

Convention up at North Pole – Dr, Carrington: Bikini

Some talk of pin-up girl who is up at Pole
General calls Cpt. 

Scotty:  8:00 at night and General calling for troops—sounds like old days

If there is a story…

GENERAL’s OFFICE

Picnic party up north. Bunch of scientists having a conference. Sent a queer message.  
Sr. Carrington says plane has crashed…Any Canadians up there?
 Think it could be Russians,
.Tell s him to take dogs whatever needed for rescue.

Pentagon sent ten gross of pith helmets last week.

Front coming in, but enough time to get back

Some talk of breaking the landing ski,

Doesn’t want Cpt to stay up there b/c of girls

FLYING PLANE

Coffee, being served dogs in the back.

Wake up Scotty for hot coffee up front.

40 mile headwind.  Taking longer that anticipated.

Teasing him about North Pole as being a garden spot… 
Every three weeks—just like lover’s lane

Three hours out, disturbance up here—causing problems with compass.
. Home in on radio signal because magnetic is off 6 to 8 degrees off
leave the key open

APPROACH TO BASE

Look down and see how small and isolated base is—wi two radio towers.

Circle.  Taxpayers otta se this (?)

Land on skis
Come up to fuel and radio tower.  Lower ladder,
Greeted by people. Go inside.  10 people total   4 people inside including woman cook (I bet you forgot my hairpins)_
Scotty says he came up for the story.

Cpt goes looking for girl..—two guys give him a bunch of grief.  
She is typing…Calls him Pat  Cpt is mad about dirty trick…note she left on his chest.. 6 other people found it…She teases him about his nasty temper.  They had a good time.
Did you really drink all those drinks… Why did you leave?? (She drank him under the table)…He can’t remember what he did.  She says he was like an octopus…never saw so many hands..  Look, my only excuse what that I liked ya..  What about starting over again… She  leads him to Dr. Carrington, saying they will talk about it later
DR CARRINGTON

Too busy with radar to speak to him.  MissNicolson, add another note,  Deviation in sector 13 continues… She is his secretary 
Asks Dr. C to read his first notes.. I dislike being vague (keeps making her act like secretary_  Sounds and seismograph…register explosion 40 miles east… 20 thousand tons of steel.    Sounds like a meteor, except for one thing.  
Show pictures of  dot moving west-to east; then upward; then drops to earth.   Not a meteor.    To get location.distance.  Compute diffs btw seismic and sound…  
You lost me, I’ll tak your word for it.  (cpt. Pat doesn’t bother with science; he’s a do-er)Dr. C—no kind of aircraft we KNOW (Dr. thinks it is something mysterious)
PLANE TO CRASH SITE
They are navigating by eye—peak is due east-- since instruments not working… Something on Geiger counter…  See giant circle with line across it, plus trail to something at end.  Land plane…
Take Dogsled to end of path…  Bottle shape.. sink beneath the surface.  Big circle is melted ice.    Walk across ice,
Fin sticking up above surface—air foil or stabilizer.  Need tools to tell what metal it is…  \Spread out to determine shape…All stand at edge,  music..as they see themselves forming a circle..  We finally got one.    Lots of quick talk.  
Press guy: we found a flying saucer.  Dr. C says—not any engine we know.. Going to try to melt it out with thermite bombs…  Cpt. Prevents press guy from calling the story out.. I am not working for the world; I am working for the Air Force..

Press guy says Cpt.  Is going to grow up to be another Fogarty? (Seems to be a certain anxiety about growing up)..  Some discussion of bomb..  Standard operating procedure…. Front moving in,,, under time pressure…

Set off charge… burning under the ice.

Ship explodes.. 4th of July.   All radioactivity almost gone.
Geiger counter says he is getting a reaction
They find 8 foot body under ice. Chop it out.  (no explanation for why they didn’t see it before…
Flying back on plane,,, read out loud Air Force directive about UFO’s not existing…(1939)  no evidence.  Satire of  bureaucracy///// item no…
BACK AT BASE

Bring Thing in on dog sled.  Get into shed – which has a riveted door.  

Sure don’t breed ‘em for beauty,  Carrington wants to thaw it..

 Cpt says we aren’t going to melt it or chip it… Carrington wants to study it, 
Orders Eddie to break window...to keep it cold in here.   Wait to hear from superior officer.  Leave guy with it  (mac) .. need something to read.. a nice, quiet horror story
Scientists start argument about whether cold will harm it or whether air of our earth will kill it etc.Dr. C says that things can survive but cold may kill them… Cr. C wants to examine.  
Dr. C is surprised they haven’t contacted journal.

Too much radio interference to connect to General…  
General sent a message : Withold news story.  Remove aircraft with thermite bombs..  Erect temporary structure to protect…. Static knocks  messages right out of the air…   General can’t get there.  Barnes… keep trying to get through  
Argue among people,  Tell him that aircraft was destroyed by bomb,  

Tell we have body in block of ice.  Waiting for permission to examine it…

Dr. C says needs to examine immediately.  

Cpt wants to try to let Scotty do story,.  Go tie down plane,,,

Eskimo took off when they saw that…
Scientists are discussed as being like 8 year-olds..

Cpt shaving..Nav talking about a time when nurse showed up caused as much trouble as this creature.    
Fogarty will pass it up.. What will Truman do when he gets it,

Leak has let a bit of story out, 

Fogarty pitching a fit but they don't have a strong enough signal to get out.

Dark haired guy suggests shorter shifts.  Says Mac is having kittens.  Eyes are open—look like they can see,.  Cold—I got the Lt. an electric blanket.  Decide on 3-hour shifts.  CPt say soldier is right (democratic impulse)
MEET GIRL IN CAFETERIA

She asking.about the guy on ice.. do we have to return the call (to other planets) .  What does this mean?
Like how you handled this whole mess Pat,   What about that business of starting over. She buys him a drink.. He deserves it.. He suggests she tie his hands….  They are in office.. his hands tied.. 

She says he hasn’t kissed her; he can’t remember .. She kisses him/  Talk about Japanese torture.. She kisses him… Says she wouldn’t have trusted him unless hands tied.. but he unties them…(Shows he is capable of controlling himself under pressure.) She lights a cig for him.. doesn’t notice… He almost kisses her- says goodnight instead,
IN THE SHED

Guy in shed with the thing…Next shift.  looking at its eyeball.  Covers it with blanket so he won’t have to look at it. 
Turns out it is an electric blanket… he has his back turned.

Dogs wake up and start barking.  He turns around… sees something.  Fires 4 times… Runs away Cpt.  Henry that …That thing’s alive… it’s not dead… Making a noise like a cat mewing…  Rather hysterical.

Capt. Says get some guns..  He fired at it but nothing happened.

They get a lot of handguns and so searching.. Find ice block left…  

Discover electric blanket…  Door blows open.. 
Dr. C tries to save it.  Dogs barking.. view of thing slinging dogs around…Men getting ready. Thing runs away as soldiers approach..
 Find several dead dogs as well as an arm.. (more dismemberment)
IN CARRNGTON”S LAB
Examining the arm,  They are telling Dr. C about it,  Can dogs tear off an arm.. this kind of arm,. Chitinous substance.. bettle’s back or rose thorn..  Amazingly strong…he keeps saying, No blood in the arm.. no animal tissue..  I doubt very much if it can die, as we understand dying… no nerve tissue, no arterial structural.  Porus, unconnected cellular growth,  
Trying to describe a vegetable…sugar base.. sap.. Why bullets don’t work.   Some form of super carrot,  You are nearly right.  Dr. C says it has built space ship.  An intellectual carrot; the mind boggles…  Darwinian explanation of evolution of plant life to intelligence..  Says vegs lack emotion and sexuality.  Are there vegs on earth who can think?  Certain kind of thinking yes…Dr/ Stern explains Century plant (acanthus) used sweet syrup to catch.  Telegraph vine.. can signal to other speies 20 miles way. 

 Seed pod in palm of the hand…neat and unconfused reproductive 

 no pain or pleasure, no emotions, no hear..   
Dr. C: out superior; our superior in every way

Being from another world… if we can only communicate with it.. we can learn secrets that have been hidden since time…   
Hand starts to move.. 12.10 AM hand comes alive.   20 degree rise in temp.. it ingests canine blood.. decide it lives on blood.  Cpt Pat immediately realizes it is a threat.

 Dr. C says it is a stranger in a strange land.  
Dr. wants a chance to communicate with it.
Guys armed with guns and axes…looking for man from Mars.  
THE SEARCHBEGINS

Radio guy has heard something… hold on story..  Eddie checking with Geiger counter.. 
He follows to mineralogy lab:   find uranium ore samples..  Cpt has big axe.

open door anyway/..  Door to greenhouse is locked.  (another close the door sign)

Strawberries… They look under tables.  Close door please

Thing is outside.. Please close door.. (reminds of General)..  Few people can boast that the lost a flying saucer and a man form mans in the same day,
They look at molds.. they are wilted…   Hypothesize that Thing has opened outside door,,, It has bent lock open and back,, Will return,

 smear of blood sap on the bin.  They open it to find dog.. sucked dry.  Dr. C says it has been here it will come back.  
DrC. says it is wiser that we are..    He wants to communicate with it,
3scienctists—Maurice, Lawrence . Dr. C wll stand guard.. Scienctists keep evidence secret to themselves, knowing the Thing will return.
NEXT MORNING

They’ve been out there looking for it.  They didn’t find anything out there,

Fog says to preserve aircraft.  Preseve being, etv.  Fog getting madder and madder,

 Radio series of directions.. asking for measurements etc.  
Dr. Marice comes in, collapses as he says… greenhouse..  
PA announcement for everyone to stay where they are and bolt door… 
More guys come in from outside.

 Guy says he was in greenhouse; heard Olson scream…Smelling salts,   Olson and Auerbach both hanging upside down from beams, with throats cut..

Scotty says—wait for me Pat, I want a picture.

Soldiers go over it… Go to greenhouse..Send men to other side—outside door.

Open door :  THING yells at them.. They shoot through door… Then barricade door. 
Pat asks if he got pcture.  

 No other way out…  They reproach Carrington for not reporting dog bled out.. 
Pat is angry at Dr… who is sly and diffident….

Confine him to quarters.. Have Thing imprisoned in Greenhouse.  Set up a guard at junction of corriders.
DR. CARRINGTON

GO to Dr—you said you had news.  
Dr. C proclaims we are locked in a battle.  2 are dead, one wounded

Stresses creature is larger and more powerful than us.  Has the same attitude towards us that we have toward cabbage.  Only science can conquer him..   There must be a way…
Dr. is very tired..Can’t even talk.  once again has Nikki reads notes… he has planted seeds and watered them with blood.. at 2:00 AM First sprouts showed in five hours..       at 4:00 AM definite form.   I see by your face you don’t believe me,  He take’s them to lab.   See pods…Sprouts are breathing… Listen to them Porf Wilson,, with  stethoscope..  he says it sounds like the wail of a newborn child that’s hungry.  Nicky asks if he needs her any more...  Prof Wilson tells Dr. C to get some rest…  Prof imagines that thing is growing seeds in greenhouse…  Maurice asks what if thing came to enslave us… wha if it wants to turn us into food.
No enemies in science, only phenomena

PAT AND NICK SCENE

Pat asks if anyone has been shot or stabbed.  
He wonders why Dr. C is using 35 units of blood plasma..They are giving Stern tansfusions rather than plasma.   Nikki lets hi read notes.  So that’s what he’s being doing,  Nikki says he is not thinking right… he thinks different than us anyway.. He’s found something no one understands… Kid with a new toy (Incontinent scientist)..  
BACK TO THE LAB

Pat asks for Dr. C..  Pat wants to see nursery..  
Arthur Carrington…   
Tallest guy has authority..  Argument over destroying..Other scientists want ot destroy it,

 Dr. C says it will be a betrayal against science to destroy it, but Pat wants to kill it.

Fog says thing should be protected and kept alive.

Pat says get on radio and try changing army’s mind/

MEN’S MESS
EDDIE knocks at door of barracks.  
They call Tex—say they are dropping outside guards…  
Tex says he’s okay…  
Nikki comes in with coffee. Discuss what to do with it. 
 Nikki says..boil it.. her cookery suggestions give them idea of setting it on fire…
Talking about flame thrower

   Meanwhile Geiger starts ticking—it is coming closer.  
Waatch it—that thing’s out of the greenhouse,

Gathering kerosene-watch that cig.   [lan to  cover it wi kerosene and them shoot it with flare…

Put Nikki in corner, covered with mattress…  Then thing throws open door..  They throw pails of kerosene on it.. Ignite.   It screams and jumps out of window, running outside…   They put out fire…
EVERYONE TOGETHER

Several guys have injured hands and arms.  Pat has burn on left hand..  
 Seems to only have given it a hot foot.  Nickki says—if Istart birning up again, who’s going to put out the fire.  We are vey proud of our Cpt.  
Scotty suggests electrocute him with new transformer..

Nikki notices it is getting cold.. Men are joking about hair; Nikki notices important things

Oil has been turned off—trying to freeze us out..  We’ve underestimated this guy.

Rooms getting cold.  They agree to gather in the electric room with generator. Need to be at source so it cannot cut it off.

Rigging approach to generator room.  Electric fly trap…Nikki arrives with coats.
Pat says he’s given enough orders for the rest of his life.  She says—if I thought that was true I’d marry you.  But they e immediately starts yelling orders and she rescinds offer.

IN THE GENERATOR ROOM

Nailing up wires along wall…  Down to five degrees now.  Cpt wants Scotty to go with others,  Scotty wants to stay.. quotes all combat experiences he has had...  
Fog orders to protect party..but save 

Dr. C accuses Cpt. Of disobeying orders.. nothing matters but our thinking…
Cpt says science has certainly made us happy..ironic.

 sees Thing as source of wisdom… 
Guy reports Geiger at 2.. Scotty sitting in the corridor with a camera.  Mac reports no change in Geiger..  Come on in, nice scotch blood—perfect for growing babies,

One guy suggests luring monster in so it can’t see the wires..… 
Mac guys asks what if he can read our minds… 
Scotty talking about first execution he ever covered.

 Everybody got rubber boots on.. don’t touch the walls when he hits the juice…  
Thing tears blockade down,, picks up 4 by 4.. 
 Generator turned off by Dr. C.    who has a gun.  

Dr. C approaches Thing, ties to talk to it..I am your friend.  You are wiser..  
Thing knocks him away..  they wait for it to get right in the middle…It’s not on the walk—one guy slide axe to get to on the walkway.   Then electrocute it—three different directions….  It goes to its knees…  Scotty with glove in his mouth; all stunned,  faints instead of taking picture… All that is left is mound of tissue.
BACK TO RADIO ROOM

Scotty asks about getting his story out..  Only five minutes
They’ve burned everything in Carrington’s lab and greenhouse

Not getting enough voltage.  Everybody says they should get together

Nikki comes in again with coffee.  Nobody wants it, but she can come in…  
They start talking about him settling down…with Nikki.  Better for the men.

Tex calls Anchorage… no static..  Scotty starts telling the story…Ned Scott reporting One of the greatest battles faought for the human race … A man named Noah once saved our world with an arc… we saved with another kind of arc of electricity, Pat is involved with duties,  .. Dr. Carrington recovering from wounds (make him part of the battle)…I bnring you all a warning...

KEEP WATCHING THE SKIES!!

...,,, under time pressure...e...o be a certain anxiety about growing up)..  Some discssion s bet seism and sound.
Come up to feul and radio tower

(?)

adion signal because magnetic is off

























































