17 February 2004 

Dr. Strangelove Viewing notes
Tacked-on Air Force safety notice

Opening sequence: refueling in an almost sexual manner

Romantic music

Air Base: GEN Ripper orders Plan R after “receiving” a call on the red phone

Group Captain Mandrake is ordered to impound all radios and to transmit attack orders

B-52 bomber: Radio operator receives transmission for wing attack plan R

Pilot thinks there’s a mistake, then sees on the radio that the codes match

Pilot orders radio operator to confirm while pilot opens safe to retrieve hat

Pilot gives speech about the mission, mentioning the possibility of awards once it’s all over

Gen. Turgedson:  Secretary/whore receives call from Col. Puntridge

843rd Bomber Wing given the go code

Gen. Turgedson advises going to condition red and prepares to go to the war room

Air Base: GEN Ripper briefs base security to engage anything that approaches the base

CPT Mandrake finds a radio and turns it on, only to find music

B-52: Crew member retrieves attack profiles; Radio set to receive only when primary transmission codes have set prefix

Bombardier receives ordnance fusing instructions

Air Base: Mandrake advises GEN Ripper that radio is playing music

GEN Ripper’s orders stand while Mandrake tries to convince Ripper to issue recall code

Ripper does not give Mandrake codes and lectures Mandrake on communist infiltration

“Impurify our precious bodily fluids”

War Room: Turgedson begins briefing President in the war room

Retaliatory safeguard

Radios designed “not to receive at all”

Partial transcript of conversation with Ripper

Ripper tells SAC to attack with all due effort

Turgedson keeps cramming gum into his mouth after being told off by President

Gen. Faceman (Army) ordered to send troops into Air Base

Turgedson outlines his observations

1) can’t reach wing

2) planes entering Russia

3) Russia will counterattack

4) If we don’t suppress retaliation, we’re screwed

5) If we attack, we can win

6) 90% of nuclear capabilities would be lost, and US would win with light and acceptable casualties

Two realities: 20 million killed or 150 million killed

Russian ambassador is sent into the base

B-52: Inventory of emergency kit

War Room: Ambassador is being an asshole

They can’t find the premier

Turgedson and ambassador fight in the war room 

The commie has a camera that he’s trying to use to take pictures of the big board

They finally get the premier

Base: Convoy approaching is observed through binos

MPs engage the US convoy at 200 yards

Battle ensues

In the office, Mandrake and Ripper sit nervously and quietly

War Room: Ambassador translates for President

The Premier is drunk

The president and premier are having a pleasant conversation about happy things and silliness

The president tries to explain to premier why there’s a bomber wing coming to destroy Russia

The president offers to assist IVAN with their defensive measures to shoot down the bombers

The morons go back and forth over who is more sorry over the incident

IVAN’s Doomsday machine is revealed to Americans

Base: Ripper tries to explain to Mandrake why commies don’t drink water and why he drinks only distilled water and pure grain alcohol

Fluoridation of water is a dangerous Communist plot

Ripper has a .30 cal machine gun in his golf bag

Mandrake tries to weasel out of helping defense

War Room: Ambassador explains the use of the doomsday device

Doomsday gap is explained

New York Times is the source for the Commies

Dr. Strangelove enters the story

Rand corp. was directed to study the possibility of the Doomsday device

It is essential for Doomsday device never to be turned off

Doomsday device to be announced on Monday

Base: Airborne troops push deeper into the base

Ripper tries to defend office with machine gun

More fluoridation arguments delivered, with the date of initial fluoridation set at 1946

“That’s the way your hardcore commie works.”

Theory first developed following orgasm, 

“I do not avoid women, but I do deny them my essence.”

Air Force troops begin to surrender, much to Ripper’s dismay

Mandrake further tries to convince Ripper to surrender and recall the planes

Mandrake was captured and tortured by Japanese, but didn’t talk

Mandrake keeps talking and talking like a good Brit, while Ripper shoots himself

B-52: Fuel consumption reports

Missile inbound at Mach 3

They try to evade the missile and spoof it with ECM

Evasion is futile; missile deflects and flies in front of plane, detonating

Chaos ensues; plane dives to very low altitude; pilot shouts random orders while crew fights fire

Plane is brought back under control

Base: Infantry COL shoots way into office while Mandrake tries to figure out code

COL Bat Guano takes Mandrake prisoner, and doesn’t believe Mandrake’s story

B-52: Radio is destroyed, Navigator figures the plane can hit primary and secondary targets, but won’t make it to friendly base

Base: Mutiny of “preverts”

Mandrake convinces Guano that he must contact the president

Mandrake tries to contact the president through the commercial telephone lines

He doesn’t have enough change for the call, orders Guano to shoot the Coke machine

War Room: the recall code is transmitted; missions are either recalled or destroyed

Turgedson delivers prayer, which is interrupted by premier’s phone call

B-52: fuel loss is more serious than before

War Room: One plane hasn’t turned back and is still en route to Laputa

Misinformation holds that the forth plane was only damaged

The bomb will set off the Doomsday device

The plane is flying low and isn’t easily intercepted

Air Defense concentrated

B-52: new loss rate makes primary target impossible to reach

Target of opportunity is designated

ICBM complex at Codeloss is targeted for destruction

War Room: President and Premier can’t figure it out

Turgedson makes a fool of himself while explaining that the plane will make it to the target in all probability

B-52: beginning bomb run

Ordnance prepared for fusing, arming, and set for ground burst

Bomb doors won’t open, despite best effort

All operating circuits are gone

Pilot goes below to open doors manually

The bombs are labeled “Dear John” and “Hi there”

Pilot beats damaged circuitry with hat

Crew continues to bring plane into attack vector

Jargon exchanged from co-pilot to bombardier

Pilot rides bomb into impact like a bronco

Bomb detonates, destroying target

War Room: Dr. Strangelove explains his plan to preserve life

Slide rule makes the appearance

100 years to survive in mine shafts

several hundred thousand could survive

Dr. Strangelove has usual freak-outs

Turgedson likes the idea of 10 females to each male

The theory of survivors envying the dead is dismissed with nostalgia

Monogamous sexual relationship is abandoned

All the men like the theory

Mine-shaft gap cannot occur

Closing Sequence: We’ll Meet Again set to stock footage of nuclear tests

18 February 2004

Is Strangelove a Sci-Fi film?

Yes:

Wellsian extrapolation of possibility

Film relates more to protocols instead of tech

No:

Science is a crutch where most of the drama 

Syntagmatic

Examples of science are not as overwhelmingly present

Sci-Fi films don’t typically close with end of the world

Naming thematics

Dr. Strangelove: could be based on Mothernight in Kurt Vonnegut 

Symbolism of the crazy arm: composite of the mad scientist/ mad inventor/ Boris Karloff

Much of Peter Seller’s performance was improvised

Turgidson- primate politics

More character types than plot

Preservation of the basic needs of existence backfires and destroys us all

Paradigm of reality shapes perception of reality

Doomsday device relating to Day the Earth Stood Still  

MAD developed to prevent nuclear war

Language that creates its own destruction

How language doesn’t work to promote peace

“Peace is Our Business”

Absurdity

President Merkin Muffley – Very effeminate character Buck Turgidson really screws

OPE: ‘rope’ without the “R”

Plan R, R for Romeo

23 February 2004 

Kubrick Themes for fun and profit

Analysis of human condition as it goes through time


Ape-man (Turgidson compares to apes at pool)


Focus on food and survival

Evolution/devolution

“smiling nihilism”

Black comedic sense

Tech progresses but humans don’t


Tech that evolves toward humanity 

Theater of the absurd

A Clockwork Orange: example of “situation of absurdity”

Involved a bizarre vaudeville act to amuse ourselves

Exaggerated stereotypes

Language 

