The Stepford Wives

Leaving New York

Mucha print—KR as almost a slide—she is looking at herself in the mirror

Then sitting looking out window.  

No sound at first, police siren.  We are looking at her.  She seems uneasy
Old apt is yellowish—she has yellow headband/  Doorman talks to her and kids..
Doorman  leads her and children to yellowish station wagon.  They lived in an apt, in New York City See her sitting in car, waiting.
She is a photographer,  Sees man carrying female manikin across street.  Manikin is blindfolded.  Gets out to photograph.

Man comes out wi dog.  Says dog is upset.  Meanwhile he is totally unaware of how she feels.  He gives money to the doorman,,,(interesting that woman relates to doorman as person; man gives money) 
Husband is pissed off at her for not doing something (forgetting dog)

Child says she just saw a naked lady.

Husband—that’s why we’re moving to Stepford

Credits roll as they leave New York

Drive south through Jersey? Two kids in back seat.. 
Credits   She sits with her arm stretched out, on the back of his seat/ taking up space.
Through toll booth

By cemetery; Stepford villiage sign.  Policeman gives them the eye as they go by,  
Father pointing stuff out

Very pastoral—horses in field.  Gorgeous house—stone wall, white colonial Dogwood in bloom
Kids jump out of car

Don’t even have to lock the doors in Stepford says husband,  
NEW HOUSE

Her look is a little doubtful.. She enters—everything clean and white. She is carrying  doll.
Movers.  She offers them coffee Not allowed to eat anything on the job except beer.
Man brings water to dog.

Woman, Carol van Sant from next door, brings casserole (Walter Eberhart)

Doesn’t want to talk to wife—I know how much fun moving is.  Is she for real?  
Keep casserole as long as you want..

She wears long skirt, pinafore—husband seems mesmerized by her
Very soft spoken

Husband taking dog for walk.  Very green and very quiet; can hear the birds.. He is looking at house.. almost as if he can’t believe it.   

VanSant husband putting out mail—She cooks as good as she looks, Ted. Ted smiles self-satisfied
KR—what are people like her? Friendly she cooks a good casserole.
Why did we move.

Husband says we agreed—it’s best for everyone.  Best for you.
More space—you can have a dark room.  It’s safe
Fireplace—you ever make it in front of a log fire

Not with you (She asserts her own sexuality.) It comes with the house; it’s part of the deal.  (is sex part of the deal? )She has a drink.
Little girls get on bus—everyone quiet.. Kids wave goodbye but they are only ones moving on bus.
KR checks mail

Making instant coffee—sits down to read paper (kitchen not cleaned; dishes still on the table) she is reading local paper.  
Obviously upset—looks around like prison.

KR talking to woman who does newspaper.  Red straw hat.  Chronicle—you got copy I left.
Tell me about yourself—what does your husband do? (as if husband is important one)
I ‘m a hopeful photographer (she’s not interested in her career) What’ll you miss most about New York? KR says Noise.
She’s putting stuff up—putting up a mirror.  sees another woman in the yard—in pink, pruning trees.  Police car goes by,  Starts to take casserole back, but husband comes out and starts caressing/ kissing wife. Open her dress to look inside. —KR is watching (voyeur)  Picks weed out of yard.

Kitchen. Telling her husband about man wi hand on woman’s boob.   Boy they sure start early in Stepford.
He’s turned on---  she says that  he’s really turned on—he wants to christen every room.  
Stepford turns him on.  She hasn’t done shopping yet so no Sanka.
He talks about men’s association, what an honor it is to join…  It’s an honor because all the important guys in town belong.   
He keeps repeating her questions.  She asks if he was asked..
One rule he doesn’t care for; it’s going to be changed in 6 months or so.  : strictly men only.  She says “I give up on you”

She is pissed off because he does things without asking her, then asks when he’s already made up his mind…already made a downpayment… Why bother to ask me at all.  You’ve already joined.
SHOPPING

Walter makes out check for groceries—doesn’t she have control over money.  At last minute she brings ice cream and has to pay for it herself.  
Bag boy in parking lot is directing traffic…Mrs. Senderson.   One woman backs into another.  Carol keeps saying she’s fine… Bag boy keeps saying it wasn’t his fault.  Other woman in pink with super high heels.  KR family comes out.  
Supervisor in store—frantic about getting an ambulance down here right away.  Why is he so frantic? Carol keeps saying—it’s so silly, it’s just my head…..  telling other woman to take car of groceries, call garage… taken away by Stepford police…

Guy bragging that it only took 6 minutes to get ambulance.  Friendliest accident I ever saw…

She points out that hospital is  in opposite direction from ambulance – ambulance didn’t go to hospital..
IN FRONT OF FIREPLACE

She is sorting through photographs.  Throws one in fire.  She hears girls crying.. Goes up to their room.. Teddy’s going to cry all night.  Teddy doesn’t like it here.  No, that’s his unhappy face.   Reassuring her—teddy loves the quiet..Kid says teddy doesn’t like the room.  Teddy thinking of honey he can get out of the trees .. can walk by himself—he’s really a stepford bear..

(irony—bear is dead and mass produced.  like stepford wives)

She is asleep in bed (lamp wi yellow rose)--- husband not home yet

She goes downstairs in yellow robe.  ; finds walter in front of fireplace… asks him if he is alright.

It’s awfully late.  Everything go alright at the initiation?  he says it’s not an initiation; it’s not a college fraternity.  everything’s okay.. He looks shell-shocked.  Why didn’t you come to bed?  He claims that he isn’t upset.  But clearly he is.  She is worried about him. Knows something is wrong.   He apologizes, says he really really loves her. I know I screwed it all up; you didn’t want to come here.  She tells him she is already over it…  He feels he’s getting old—she reassures him.

IN FIELD: MEETING BOBBY

Woman coming across field. Joanna is under umbrella.   Bobby Marco.  Screaming are you THE Joanna Eberhart..  Ex-Gothamite been living here in Ajax country for…—given complete choice, I don’t want to squeeze the goddamn  charmin.  You’ve got a headine here.  I know you are terrific.  Needs a friend.  Paul wants to EAT.    Got any smokes.  Whatever made you choose stepford.  “shutterbug” in local newspaper --  demeans her profession…,  

In house—I think I’ll break into Walter’s scotch.

Oh, a messy kitchen; it’s beautiful…  a home away from home.

Bobby loves ring-dings,    Two things I always carry tampax and ring-ding.  Its like the housewife with the cleanest house gets Robert Redford for xmas.  
No ody will tell what the rules are.

That creepy men’s association.

Her husband goes every night.

The good ol days when Playboy used an airbrush.  (men don’t want real women)

You’re very honest.  That’s what I like about you says PP 
VISIT FROM MEN”S ASSOCIATION

KR in Darkroom.  Husband calls—on the new projects committee.  Wants to bring guys over.  She says it would be great; get to see you and some living people…  
Head guy says, you aren’t sure about Stepford yet, are you Walter..
It’s a big change.  Change for the better.

KR changes into a pink dress… looks almost naked.  

Men trooping about house.  Attic.  Make  it into den cum poolroom—his own playroom.  Pool table.. really spoiling myself.  
Head guy is watching KR—I like to watch women doing little domestic chores—you came to the right town. Who is the one who wanted tea.   Walt is the one who stutters—Dis, used to work at Disney land… Says she doesn’t believe him… you don’t look like someone who enjoys making other people happy.
She is serving men, waiting on them. (clearly no bra) Hope your wife has gotten over the accident…it was your wife right.  
Asks if it is ok for Joanna to sit in… Dis says definitely—am sure she’s got a lot to contribute.
Long pink dress.  
Walt—what about xmas toys… it’s only May.  Guy talking about over privileged kids.   Tag sale.. dreaming up possibilities for raising money..  
Man drawing Joanna—starts with her eyes… Barn dance, they are talking about community things.  Guy keeps drawing.  Slightly ominous string music.  Discussing cake walk. All women make cakes…  Tag sale..

She is a bit uneasy at the man drawing her…  Watching him watching her…  guys break down into arguments…  if I can’t do it, my wife charmaine…  
Guys starting to argue—I should be in charge.. Dis—let’s see consensus… We want something big..
She leaves to check on children—men are silent.  (all their talk was just cover for her)  Dis looking at sketches…  shows husband the sketches.. 

Other men  ordering Walter about, (Primate politics)   Get me a decent brandy instead of cooking sherry..

To artist--You are the… I used to look… all those girls in those magazines—you blighted my adolescence..  

He gives her sketch—Keep it. I’ll insure it…

Good around the eyes.   Cut to her removing makeup around eyes.  
Husband asks her about guys.  She says they are total bores—worse than senior partners.  New project committee.  They should work on  themselves
She is cutting guys down… asks if Dis makes sleeping pills;  says sketch isn’t her, just as his admiration for guys isn’t him…  She looks at sketch again..
PARTY AT POOL.

Dis being host..  Giving orders, telling people what to do…Asks Marie is she wants to go for a swim later.. Tells guys to buck up one of the guys…  (It’s not clear which woman is his…) Carol standing at edge of party.

Joanna and bobby arrive.  Underdressed—bobby showing midriff.. KR refuses to go home and dress more formally.  Look at food—save the children poster.. KR Just perfect.  Carol seems very dizzy--  You haven’t get a drink; let me get you a drink… I’ll just die if I don’t get this recipie.. Wandering around, saying same thing…. Diz senses something wrong—she seems drunk.  See him looking at her. She  looks disoriented.  Her husband begins to follow.  Takes drink away from her…   He asks her why she does this in public…   She seems to believe she is alcoholic.
Later, Carol shows up to apologize. Telling Joanna—problem, Ted moved us to Stepford because of drinking problem.  We just felt it was important, you being the newest in Stepford… Ted and.. naturally, he’s so smart.  Carol..  The men made her come and apologize .  But she won’t come in and talk.. I ought to get back. I’ve seen Charmain..  now KR has her midriff bare… Carol is in station wagon.  
They think she is incredible—KR messed a little with women’s lib in NY.  (Now her midrif is bare.  ) I’m not contemplating any maidenform bonfires.. but they could use something around here.  Bobby is game.  

TRYING TO START A CR GROUP

They go out trying to get women to join.  None of them will.  One woman ironing.  Marie.. Doesn’t know meaning of archaic.  Other woman just so involved with baking…  At nursery woman can’t waste moments.  dressed in pink, looking at  pink geraniums…
They barge into a woman’s house (now bobby in very short shorts) Bobby barges in…  Hear woman moaning—oh yes, no one’s ever touched me the way you touch me—you are the best…   They are overhearing—you’re the best Frank,your the king Frank; you’re the champion      master…

At another place KR in shorts—bobby in halter.  They’ve come to play tennis with Charmain. 
They play tennis… KR and Charmain…  she says play at my place any time you want   
Jenny Fisher used to play but she finked out..  only competition now is two teenage boys with permanent erections…
Has servant Nettie—a German virgo,

Moved there two months ago—men’s association… anything that gets him out of house at night.  They ask if she’d come to a CR session
Consciousness-raising session; you mean a bitching session.

He has a rubber suit made for me in England.

Talking with stutter guy;  says he is into accents, accent freak.  Gets her to record every place where she has  lived. Gathering samples… wants her to repeat all the words… wants to record her voice.  She says it’s too much work.   we stepford wives are busy busy busy… Kid asks if he is going to take her fingerprints.  Your wife had too much ironing…  trying to bargain with Paul—to get wives to join in.  Blackmails him. She won’t record sound unless other women come.
CR session..  usually we start bitching but can move on to something more constructive. Ask for questions… utter silence.  
Women sitting there passively. Trying to get them to talk…  KR, starts…times when Walter cares more about law.  
Charmain—doesn’t think Ed ever loved her—she just looked right, impressed other TV executives: gives her things. I’m not complaining on that score.. but he never loved me. 
Kit starts talking about  not getting time to bake. Took too long to iron.   They start talking about Easy-on and how good it is—  totally fixated on cleaning products.  They don’t want to talk about anything but Easy-on… like they are in a commercial already,..
WALKING THE DOG

Husband home. Reading legal pad.   I’ll take Fred for a walk.   Did he get out again. He is concentrating so hard he doesn’t hear what she says… Calling for dog.. As soon as she leaves, 
Husband dials phone.. She is walking dog.  Men come over and inspect bedroom.  – say fine, Walter just fine… Last guy smoothes bed so no trace of their sitting on it.  Dog fred runs through men’s association gates..  she goes up driveway—sees house..  red car parked in front…  
Light comes on; blinds her…Then parking lights… Car lights—policeman approaching.  Says he didn’t mean to frighten her….  Old mansion is a landmark building…  talks about railroad tycoon.  House built 1870. tells her that restoration … Tells her to stick closer to home; warns her off grounds..  She walks out gate..
Someone drives out in red Cadillac convertible..Ed..  Not fit to drive.    Fat guy (Charmain’s husband)  obviously in shock. Artist guy drives him home.  

TRIP TO TOWN

Bobby and Joanna in Drug store  blond bombshell and pharmacist..—that is frank—the house:  How about that for a Stepford twosome.  (woman is gorgeous.. man is dork)
News lady talks about a Black family moving in.  We are the most liberal town around… first chinese restaurant.  Was a women’s association.  Must have been 50 women.  Talking to Carol; some moved away; rest got bored.  she says that they disbanded.  We weren’t doing anything useful…They found in the library that Carol used to be head of  women’s society.   Ted’s work (he is scientist)   is going well. Kids are doing best ever.  I am really off the booze. Our sex life is better too..   I’m happy.. Both in shorts…  Bobby saying, maybe we are the crazy ones… Don’t ever say that…
JOANNA IN NEW YORK/FEAR THE WATER-- HYPOTHESIS

Takes her portfolio into Atkinson gallery (Matthew Arnold picture), comes out dejected.  While she is gone, dog is taken away.  See him in cage…
Comes back, talked to Bobby—he hated her pictures.  Did the girls bring Fred over.   Looking for Fred.  Driving around looking for Fred. Bobby asks what that fink said in the gallery..   Pass something—tennis court is being dug up at Charmain’s.      Fat guy is watching happily.  Charmain now all in white.  See sketch on wall.  You see Ted hated tennis.  All he wanted to do is please me.  We spent this weekend in Vermont.  Boy, all I want to do is please Ed. We were with the Fishers.. had the best time.   I’m swamped with work. Yes, I fired Netty.  It’s just being alone with Fred that did it.   I’ve got some perspective on my life.  Ed is getting a heated swimming pool…

They are walking in the woods.  Bobby’s been doing research…sounds laughable.  Texas tranquilizer…Article in TIME.. Water in El Paso —keeps people from murdering each other.  Something in the water that turns everyone into house fraus….drones, whatever/  I suppose it’s possible… Driving around, looking at all the industries..
Electronics, computers, robotics… looking at plants—thinking they are dumping stuff into water.  KR suggests writing government agencies.  Government agencies will loose letter. They teach courses in loosing letters there… (Distrust of government) We should take sample and send it to a trustworthy chemist.

I lost my virginity to a chemist—raymond chandler…play game,, he’d have to tell me the plot of his next novel…  Seniors at NYU – why didn’t you marry him.  I thought Walter  was going to be perry mason…Bobby says he’s our man… 
They do meet with Raymond. Long time.. 12 years says Raymond..  You married a dentist..  no lawyer..  He’s happily married… I can say aright off the bat…You’ve got water in your water..   calls them girls… gives her note—I’m not happy either.  Bobby asks about her thesis/   No such thing as cleaner compeller.   If there was I’d patent it myself… Bobbie leaves.  He reaches out to touch her.   He says to her—hey, we blew it didn’t we?  She says it’s hard to be smart.

Bobby is afraid in car. .  Says she is not going to become a pan-scrubber.  I‘m getting the hell out of stepford.   Says that she is going to ask Dave to move; wants Joanna to come too..  

TRYING TO LEAVE

Meanwhile Joanna finishes recording last of Z words..  Goes into bedroom.  Walter sitting in bed looking a papers. Briefs.. Asks Walter if he would move. He moves over on bed,   would you leave Stepford.  Asks if she is that unhappy.  He admits it’s not what he expected.  Women are dull.    Agrees… says ok let’s move. He says area is nice and is perfect for the kids.  He suggests other nearby towns.   We aren’t going to do it tonight.  We’ll move in August, kids can get ready for school.     Crushing Mr. Ziegler’s will.    She’s ecstatic that they can move… Starts kissing him..
Real Estate lady showing them around..   Mrs. Kilgasse—fat and lovely—sexy gossip. Itt executive transferred to panama. Says that guy invoved with 8 women.    Dave almost cancelled the Plaza—commemorative weekend.   Agrees to  take care of Bobby’s kids and dog.  Kids are missing dog.    Walter hates noise.  
Chaos at breakfast table…  —dog under the table.  Many children, screaming on playsets in backyard KR is shorts and halter—taking pictures like crazy—thriving on chaos.   She is in darkroom.  Walter taking care of kids while she works..  He’s getting very frustrated..  He played monopoly, backgammon… You’ve got seven years of college.  He is helpless…
She showing her pictures to gallery guy—thinks her things are quite good.  I think these are an improvement.  You’ve got to tell me, am I crazy.  Don’t say anything bad.  These are nice. Clearly you are a crazy lady, they are quite nice.  Lovely is better than good..   He asks her—what do you want from it all.  She says she wants to be remembered—somebody to say, that reminds me of an Inglis. (her maiden name.. )
BOBBY'S TRANSFORMATION

Comes back to tell Bobby who is in the refrigerator…Dress in white lace and long skirt.  —dress, padded uplift bra.  Dave turned me loose in Bergdorfs.    Why are you wearing all that makeup.  Admit it Joanna, I was a joke.  Dave works hard all day long; he comes home to a messy house. Doesn’t want to leave Stepford anymore…     She is cleaning. See sketch of her.    Scrubbing spot off counter…  
Joanna drives away—freaked out.  Keeps almost hitting cars and people…    Turns by school bus.. into Van Sant mailbox.  He is yelling at her—he is telling her she’s crazy. Mocking her about new bra,,  She is yelling that Bobby has changed. Kids ask if they are fighting.  It’s really terrific .. sarcasm…he’s upset at kids hearing argument.   Because it reminds me of his parents argument, 
She says that house looks like tv commercial.  He says GOOD.  Bobby’s house a pig style.  He raves about house being a mess—kids dressed like ragamuffins. He works 80 hours a week  Spend  more time with with house that god damn picture taking…  He says she should see shrink..  Says that he is worried she’d want to move again.. Tells her she is unreasonable—has fixation on cleaning..  We’re going to move; it’s only a few more weeks…  Trying to get her to go to shrink in town… They’d se you, but I wouldn’t see them….she insists on choosing her own shrink.
VISIT TO WOMAN SHRINK

Talking to woman shrink—dead rat in water.  Talking about women in stepford…Shrink asks why her husband wants her to see shrink..   he feels I'm being irrational.  Is afraid she’ll  want to move from house to house….  Shrink seems reasonable..  Stepford has a reputation for being unsociable.  Talks about how different towns attracts people.. Westport writers, Turo for retired shrinks, etc… Maybe Stepford is haven for house and garden type—like certain places are artist colonies..  Shrink says she isn’t really talking to her.  Knows Joanna ism’t saying it all.  Long looks between them.. Joanna moves to look out the window.   I think the men are behind it.  What men. ALL of them, all the men in the association..  (she is sounding paranoid) men make them change.. How would they do that?   If I’m wrong I’m insane and if I am right it’s worse.  They draw our pictures and tape our voices..   Women al look neat and pretty.   Pharmacist—he’s nothing, but she is breath-taking.  People change after 4 months..  I know something is wrong and my time is coming…  You’re terribly frightened aren’t you?  Shrink will be gone for a couple of days.   She says I won’t be here when you come back..   She’ll have my name—she’ll clean and cook like crazy, but she won't take pictures and she wont be me.  Like one of those disney robots. We see her eyes.  
Shrink will give her a prescription.  tells her to run.  Take her children and run. Do you have family>  They’re dead.  Tells her she will be back on the 10th,  They’ll sort things out…
EMPTY NEST

Comes back to town, prescription…  house—it seems empty.  Light on in his study…Frank is there but children are gone.. Frak has been drinking.. Amy, Kim.   He says they’re with friends.  Keeps repeating they are fine.  He’s drinking—how was your visit.  Did you fix her up.  we don’t want you to get upset.  He orders her to go upstairs. He tells her to go upstairs and lie down.  They fight.     She defies him—he struggles with her.  She locks herself in. He screams at her to open the goddam door.    She sees light on phone—goes out, so she knows he’s calling..  Can hear thunder in the background. She sneaks out..  He’s talking to someone.. Diz—I think it’s alright…  It’s pouring rain outside…  sneaks out back door.  She goes to Bobby’s house.   Looking in at bobby through the window,, Bobby says children aren’t here… Bobby says children aren’t there…  Bobby making coffee.  They night they changed her she took care of kids.  She says bobby has changed, body has changed..  Bobby no longer knows what "archaic" means.  It wasn’t on the word list..  Do you bleed.? Joanna sticks knife into bobby—she pulls it out—no blood—How could you do a thing like that? wipes knife and puts it away.  How could you do a thing like that.    Dropping cup—obviously she is a broken machine… Keeps taking cups off the wall and dropping them. Keeps repeating herself.. I was just going to give you coffee, I thought we were friends..
Policeman talking to Walter about phones being jammed and roads blocked.  Everyone looking for her.    Walter wandering around house.., drinking.  Door to basement is open…  Sitting in study…Reading a magazine.. thunder.  (statue on the mantelpiece.. a woman, porcelin with empty skirts…) Joanna hits him with a poker—wants her children.  He tells her they re at the association…. View of her blurs…  seeing though his eyes. 

JOANNA AT THE ASSOCIATION

She goes to house (old, gothic look)  still holding poker.   House seems totally empty. Lightning…we look down on her through stair rails (whose eyes are we loking through?)  Lights upstairs.  She is still carrying poker.  Hears children’s voices—mommy.  She goes towards stairs.. (Gone with the wind)  lightning.. child calling..  goes around circular rotunda..   But it’s a tape recorder in Diz’s office.  Hello Joanna..    He punches a button—doors lock.  What a lot of worry you’ve caused///  Children are at Charmain’s.  He tells her that she doesn’t need poker.  It’s not like that—You’ve had the wrong idea all along.  just another stage/  Why?  Because we can.  (this is what women's groups say about why men beat their wives) We found a way of doing it and it’s just perfect.   It’s perfect for you and for us. You’re a very good subject, perhaps the best we’ve had.. very intelligents.  Look at it from the other side—wouldn’t you like some stud around the house, serving you, telling you your sagging flesh was still beautiful. Makes a call saying everyting is alright…I am always right, 

Says you hurried us a little.  We aren’t quite ready. He takes poker, She is running around deserted house..  Opens door to porcelain tub,,, porcelain doll.   Diz following methodically after her,  Opens a door …. into her bedroom—dog is there…. She’s completely mystified..   room is a set, can see wood above it… Dis comes in…  then slow pan to see herself  combing her hair in mirror--  only self has no eyes and bigger breasts.    Is in green diaphanous.. with flesh suit underneath…. (no public hair??)Self  approaches her with nylon hose—to strangle her.

Screen goes dark

GROCERY STORE

Black man and woman arguing in store…She is asking what he wants.. Charmin shopping (midrif)—greets marie.  All women in big hats, long skirts—perpetual garden party… Carol greets everyone one by one, bobby..  women now wearing more revealing clothes—Joanna in white with pink belt  at first only see her back..—how are you. I’m fine.  How are children,, they’re fine.. She picks floral spray off shelf..  White gloves…  Walks into camera which fuzzes out—last thing we see is eyes,,,

