STAR WARS—NOTES

Roll—3 paragraphs…

Tinkley music, tiny planet.. small ships followed by huge ship (whale?)

In media Res… starts in the middle of things.. starts outside , in space..

3CPO and R2D2  first words are by robots… not humans.. no escape for the princess this time.

Princess’s ship—into belly of whale

Rebel soldiers in funny carpace hats.. white

Interesting that both teams are wearing white hats at this point
Amusing that while humans are falling left and right, robots aren’t hurt at all

R2D2 disappears,, princess puts something in him..

R2 seems to have a mission

DV looking for plans to death star..  he strangles his own man..

Princess Leia fights but is stunned.

R2 goes into restricted area; 3C follows..  They get into a pod..  

There goes another one.. 

Pod goes towards planet

Princess in marched to DV.

She claims she was on a diplomatic mission.  He says that rebel signals have been detected.

He talks with guy about how she is rebel..

DV realizes that plans are in escape pod.

On Planet

2 droids walking.. We are made to suffer—it is our lot in life (amusing again that droids are one evidencing human traits…talking like existentialists—Waiting for Godot)
2 droids arguing ... R2 says he has a mission..  

the two separate…

3c in desert… blaming r2 for  being lost.  3C calls transport down on himself
(NB two robots—one practical and small; the one who LOOKs human is actually  dumber)

meanwhile r2 s in valley, heading for Obi Wan.. 

being stalked by sand people.. 

R2 shot.. keels over.. amusing again that we feel his “death” more than that of the soldiers..

Sand people pick him up and carry him to transport (insert transport on skyline—it looks almost human_  where he is picked up by big magnet.. has a  bar put on him (symbolic shackle)..  

We see an insect-like droid..more confusion of human / animal/ machine
3C wakes up,, sees a kind of  hell of injured droids…one looks very like silent running.  

3C recognized R2..  Notice how little dialogue so far—influence by 2001
desert scene.  Storm troopers looking for pods,, tracking droids. New beasts
New scene of transporter traveling over rocks
Droids are taken outside to be on display…  Sand people’s voices are mechanical as are eyes.  Are they animals or machineat Luke and uncle’s

Luke  called by his aunt to get a translator that speaks Badji

Stark desert—irony of farming
Uncle  says he doesn’t need a protocol droid.  Needs a droid who can speak to vaporators Buys droids.. tells Luke to fix them. Luke  whines like a little boy Red one bought,, but R2 wants to come.. Red one blows up…(does R2 do this??)   3C recommends R2. Blue is very vibrant, almost odd.
Luke petulant about not being able to meet his friends.

Oil bath for 3C

Luke clearly wants to get off “this rock”   planet “farthest from the bright center of the universe.” (like Arthur hidden away in forest, or Harry Potter) “ I see Sir Luke”—3CPO  reminds us of romance/ knighthood origins
3C starts talking about rebellion.  3C says he is not very good at telling stories.

Luke manages to get hologram of Leia…  Classic call to adventure.  Intersting hat 3CPO lies to Luke about Princess
3C  you can trust him; he is our new master.  Our last master was Antilles.
Luke talking about Ben Kenobi.. hermit

3Cpo  says restraining bolt has short-circuted R2….  R2 gets him to take off bolt and then refuses to play message.. What message?
Aunt calls him to dinnerAt table.. Luke says R2 may be stolen.  When he mentions Obi Wan, his aunt and uncle look at each other..”that wizard’s just a crazy old man.” Again Romance  They say Obi wan died about the same time as Luke’s father…  

Luke mentions agreement to stay through harvestWants to transmit his application to the academy.this year/   .   Harvest is when I need you the most.  
Luke walks out.. (Owen.. Ruth)  CLASSIC REFUSAL OF CALL.. blocking figure is father figure.  Luke’s just not a farmer, Owen; too much of his father in him.
Luke walking on desert with two suns setting.  

Downstairs.  3CPO pleading—don’t deactivate me.  Luke discovers that R2 is gone.  Runs out to look for him wi binoculars

Next morning.. Uncle is calling for Luke.  Aunt says he has left early with two new droids…

Luke in speeder.  Sand people observing and tracking..  New horned animal , Bantha
They find R2.  CP30 explains to R2
R2 warns against sand people… 

Luke sees Banthas.  Is attacked by sand people just as he sees them in binoculars,,, 

More sense of his foolishness.
Sand People start to go through speedster.   

Obi Wan shows up  (at first looks like another, bigger Sand person= hooded: archetype of Hermit on Tarot cards.)   Obi Wan can talk to R2
Goes to Luke.. Hand over eyes.. 

Gestures to R2   
Luke wakes up and speaks to OW—tell me young Luke, what brings you out this far. Never seen a droid with such devotion to his master,
Asks if Obi Wan is a a relative to Ben.
“Now that’s a name I’ve not heard in a long time.  He’s not dead, not yet.  He’s me.   I haven’t gone by the name of Obi Wan since, oh before you were born.“
Obi Wan says—we need to get indoors.  Sand people will be back.
3C has been dismembered.. arm torn off.  You go on.. 3C abasurd nobility/ bravery
Inside Obi Wan…Luke thinks that father was a spice trader.  His brother didn’t believe in ideals…   Tells Luke that his father was a Jedi knight and that his Uncle was lying.  Best star Pilot in the Galaxy..  Obi Wan gets out light saber.  Afraid that you might follow Obi Wan on some damn fool idealistic crusade, like your father did.
Luke lights up saber.  Elegant weapon of a smore civilzed age.   Thousand years of Jedi knight.. before the dark times; before the Empire.  Luke asks How did my father die.   Darth Vader betrayed and murdered your father.  Vader was seduced by the dark side of the force.
Speech about the Force: an energy field surrounds us and penetrates us, binds us together.
R2 shows holograpm of P Leia.    Sge says you served my father in the clone wars.  Asks that Obi Wan deliver info in droid to her father on Aldaran.  

“Help me Obi Wan Kenobi.. You are my only hope.”  OW says that Luke must learn the ways of the Force if he is to come with him to Aldaran… Luke refuses the call.  I have to go hom.   I can’t get involved. I’ve got work to do.  It is all such a long way from here. Because of his obligations to his uncle. OW: you must do what is right, of course
Battle station vs. star fleet.  Word that council has been permanently dissolved.  Last traces of republic have vanished. (Reference to Roman History)  how will he control wi bureaucracy.. Governors:  Fear will keep planets in line.  Station master brags at invincibility of the battle station.  This station is now the ultimate power in the universe, Vader paoints out battle staion not as strong as force. He taunts DV about Force.. calling him a sorcerer.. ancient religion.  DV almost strangles him.  Commander—we will crush the rebellion with one swift stroke.
Luke and OW find transport which has been destroyed by storm troopers…OW sees not sand people.  Pracise blast points.  Luke realizes that they were searching for droids and  realizes his home may be in danger…  Goes back to farm.  Finds their skeletons—burned to the bone. (Refer to Searchers wi John Wayne)  trying to escape.  Look on face is resolution.
Scene in fleet.  Walking down space station hallway.  Princess L confronted by DV.   She is approached by robot with large syringe.

Luke back to transport…  3C is burning corpses of sand people. OW seems to already know what has happened.
Luke wants to go with OW I want to lean the ways of the force and become a Jedi, like my father.
View of Mos Eisley You will never find a more wretched hive of scum and villany.  Isert all kinds of animals… In Mos Eisely.. trooper asks about droids… OW enchants him so he just repeats eveeerything OW says.  
3C complaining about Jawas..  Luke stops speeder.  Luke asks about how OW did that—Force.  OW tells Luke to watch step.  
Cantina scene 

Devil-like.. musicians.. human in what look like Nasa uniform.  Bartender—don’t serve their kind (racism against droids)  Luke treats droids like humans.  
Luke watching array of creatures—communicating with each other== some positive, some fighting. .  Obi wan talking to Chewbacca. Thing with eyes on stalk.  Something else with a face like a baboon’s ass.  Pig face goes after Luke.  Obi wan intervenes (this little one is not worth the effort) .. fight.. he takes arm off with light saber.  (more dismemberment)..proof of OW’s prowess.  Jazz band
Han Solo, captain to the Millennium Falcon… Han brags about how fast his ship is. OW says they want to avoid any imperial entanglements.  Han says it will cost ten thousand… because of avoiding the Empire. Luke says that’s almost enough to buy a ship.  Han says- yeh but who will fly it.   
Docking Bay 94.

Troopers come into cantina looking for them.

17.000 Han tells Chewey to fix ship

Luke will have to sell speedster.  That’s ok Im never coming back to this planet
Han confronted by Guido guy from Jabba..  I’ve got the money. Even I get boarded sometimes… Shoots him under the table…subtitles are new
Sorry about the mess—tosses money to barkeep… blue cross reflected off R2
DV and commander: Discussion of Leia’s refusal to answer. 

Droids hiding form troopers  in Mos Eisley.  CPO blaiming R2
Luke sells ship; disappointed by how little money.
OW and Luke being follow by elephant nose.

Insert whole scene with Jabba, incuding  subtitles.

Han walks over Jabba.   Jabba—you’re a wonderful human being.. but he is not
OW says if ship is as fast as he boasts we should do well.

Dock 94.  Luke says—what a heap of junk..  Han bragging about lots of special modifications. 
Troopers talk to elephant guy.. enter dock.  Stop that ship.
Laser battle with troopers

They leave.  CP forgotten hw much I hate space travel… Shot of leaving the planet.  See cruiser ahead.. make calculations for light speed.  Both Luke and OW doubtful…
Take a few moments to get calculations from Navicomputer… 

“Ain’t like dustin crops, boy. “
They make the jump  (CORSSING THE THRESHOLD)
Switch to Death Star.  Marching princess to
Governor Tarki.I should have known you’d be at the other end of his DV’s leash. . I recognize the stench.  He signed the order for her execution.  She is surprised that he is taking responsibility.  The tigher your hold, the more star systems will slip through your fingers.  Threatens to test station’s destructive power on Aldaran…  Asks where the rebel base is.  She says they are on Tantooin..  He goes ahead with destroying planet even though she has told himm.  WE SE HOW THE DEATH STAR OpeRATES.… 

On MF, OW feels something is wrong.. a great disturbance in the Force., as if millions of voices cried out in terror.  Han glad of escaping imperials slugs Luke is practicing  while R2 plays 3D game with with Wooky (known for pulling arms out of sockets)  New strategy: let the Wooky win.  Luke practicing.. Obi wan.  Han says  Hokey religion and ancient weapons no substitute for a blaster.  Han is skeptical.. cynical. Talks in slur.  / Nothing makes him believe in one all-powerful force.   Obi has Luke try with blaster shield down so he is blind…  Luke is able to fight remote by reaching out… (shades of DUNE) Good against remote is one thing; good against the living..
Looks like we are coming up on Aldaran…

Battle station… Report that they’ve found a deserted rebel base.on datooine. . so princess did lie.  Gov gives order for termination.

MF comes out -- into a meteor shower.. Aldaran isn’t there… Han realizes it has been blown away.. OW says by the empire.,    

Imperial fighter..   MF following fighter.   Heading for that small moon.  That’s not a moon, it’s a space station.  Luke: I have a bad feeling about this…  But they can’t reverse.  Captured by a tractor beam. (Shades of  Star Trek) Han wants to fight, OW says there are alternatives to fighting…
MF sucked into station.

Troopers surround ship.  They reort capturing of freighter,  DV stays execution of PL in case she is of use getting stolen plans..   They think MF is a decoy..according to the log the crew abandoned ship.  DV orders ship checked.  feels something..  a presence..    Calls for scanning crew.  

They (Han, Luke et al) are under the floorboards.  
OW says he will take care of tractor beam. 

Scanner crew goes aboard.  Han and Luke and Chewey overcome storm troopers and put on their  uniforms..  TK421 why aren’t you at your post.  Han gestures—bad transmitter.
Chewie et all break into station.   Han wants a straight fight rather than sneaking around…

R2 plugs into the system and finds out where tractor beams are powered.  OW goes to cut power.  Han is complaining about how much he has done already.  OW leaves—blessing Luke (as if he knows already) Luke and Han fight over OW…

R2 reports that PL is on board…  Scheduled to be terminated.  Luke decides to save princess; Han argues.  Luke says she is rich,  

Luke has a plan.  Put binders on Chewie.  March him down corridors…

Get into elevator.  Luke can’t see… they communicate by gesture

DV is sensing OW.
Prisoner transfer from cellblock 1138…(THX 1138—Lucas’s magic number) Fight in cell block.  Shoot out cameras..  
Han trying to cover.. doesn’t sound right.  When suspicions arise, he shoots machine..

Meanwhile// “I’m Luke Skywalker.. I am here to rescue you.  

DV says that OW is here.  Gov. says that DV is all that is left of the jedi religion.

Report trouble in cellblock.   

Luke a CW fight off troopers.  But ways out of cell bay are cut off.  Luke calls 3C for help… Han and PL fighting

Into the garbage chute flyboy.  Leia is the one who figures it out.  CW protests.  Han, I don’t care what you smell.  Either I’m going to kill her or I’m beginning to like her.

Garbage chute.  Liquid.  Cant shoot laser because it ricochets..  PL says it could be worse.. Luke   there is something alive in here.   Eye comes up.  Tentacle grabs Luke who comes back up with tentacle around neck..   Water red wi blood.. Luke gone.  CW making sounds.  Luke comes back,, the thing has disappeared…   Walls start closing in…  try to brace walls…

Luke calls 3P put he doesn’t answer..  3C gives troopers wrong directions, grabs communicator…  C says he is taking r2 to maintenance.   Luke yelling to CPO,, R2 jacks in.. finds in.  CPPO has forgotten comm. link.   Luke screams shut down all the garbage chutes on the detention level…   cpo thinks they are dying…
They all celebrate escape..

Meanwhile OW is proceeding to the power tower..   Manually cuts off power to tractor beam..  

Chewie is afraid of something.. Han shoots something.. PL gets pissed, says he will obey her…

Troopers wandering around, wondering what is happened… another drill…

They get to the MF which is guarded by troopers… Leia—makes crack about how brave they are to have some in that ship/  Also admires Han’s bravery as he charges troops.
Han and Chewie go for troopers to create a diversion.. L and PL run.. Trapped on balcony…Luke stupidly blasts controls to bridge.. Laser battle,,  Luke pulling rope out..  They swing across on rope.. Leia kisses him—for luck. 

 \Troopers report they have split up and are on levels five and six

OW creeping around. Robots wondering where they are.  
Han and CW running and fighting,.. Troopers calling to open the blast doors. 
DV finds OW.. red saber vs. green saber..  D says the ciricle is now complete. When I left you I was the learner.. now I am the master… only a Master of evil Darth.

DV taunts OW for weakness.  “If you strike me down, I will become more powerful than you can imagine…”

They fight…

Han CW PL and L arrive at ship.  Troopers all leave to see fight between Obi Wan and DV.  Luke sees Ben.. at that moment Ben lets himself be killed,,  They fight everyone off.. Han and CW take ship out.. 

Luke on ship.mourning.. PL covers him wi blanket. 
Han charging up guns..  Luke mourning.  Han calls him.  Thy go up ladder to turrets.  H says.. stay sharp/

Fighters come..  Luke in ball turret with heads up display
R2 putting out fires.. 

Han tells Luke not to get cocky.. They fight off all ships.. Pretty eplosions in space but wrong.
Celebration

Gov and DV.. Homing beacon is secure on ship… 
MF.   PL says they let us go.. Ease of our escape.. She knows .  She tells that R2 has technical readout of battle station.  Han says he is not part of your revolution, sister.,Han says he wants money…  PL is pissed again.   Leia—wonder if he cares about anybody.  Luke says what do you think of her…   Luke seems to like her too.  Some sense of tension between them..  

Another shot of MF near a red planet, going to a green moon.  

Rebel base on moon on far side of Yeman..  it is our only hope… (eeverything is their last hope)
They extract info from R2 to analyze battle station…  

Briefing session.. Show that there is a weakness (they plan only large scale attacks;; leave hole because can’t imagine being attacked by a single ship)   individual is no threat.     Shaft only two meters wide  
People say its impossible but Luke used to bullseye wombats in his T30.

Death Star is approaching. DV says it is a day worth remembering.. 
Luke is getting on plane.  Han has his money; needs t pay off old debts.  he is trying to get Luke to join him… Luke says they need him.   Luke says “take care of yourself; guess it’s what you’re best at.”  Han syas.. “may the force be with you)  CW makes noises at him…
Luke talks to Leia about disappointment with Han; L says Han has io follow his own path. wishes for Ben.

Luke finds friend Biggs—who testifies he is best bush pilot…  boards fighter.  They load R2 in. (Friendship between two droids is parallel to that between Han and Luke.)
Fighters moving out..   Very like old WW III movie.  
Luke hears Obi Wan’s voice “The force will be with you”     just as he leaves in his ship Countdown begins… 15 minutes to deathstar

All red units call off. Red 5 is Luke..  Ships open up..  put deflector shield on double front. go into stations.. accelerate to attack speed.  One guy cuts across axis to draw fire…

On board death star.. they say the ships are so small they are having trouble destroying them. They are avoiding our turbo lasers.  DV says ready fighters .. ship to ship fight(7 minutes to go.)
Obi Wan tells Luke to trust his feelings…

Report That enemy fighters are coming…  dogfighting…  Luke trying to save buddy, blow up one on his friend’s tail.. 

DV goes after the fighters that have broken off from the main group.  Another buddy gets fighter on Luke’s tail…  

DV in fighter.. 

This is gold leader—we are starting attack run.  First run (gold) 

(death star will be in range in 5 minutes…)  5:32
Targeting computer..  guns have stopped (because of enemy fighters..) DV “I’ll take them myself..”  Guy on target is blown up by DV

Underling tells governor   there is  danger and offers to get him on ship but he refuses to evacuate..  Now time for Luke’s run.

Fighters coming in,,,   DV hits one.. Another guy comes close but it doesn’t go in….  Other guy crashes into ship/  se’s lost an engine.  Tells Luke to do his run
(One minute to death star) 5:35…

Luke goes in at top speed.. Says it’ll be just like beggar’s canyon at home… Others are  behind.. tower guns plus fighters… one of his escort is hit.  DV says stay on the leader…  R2 increase power.  All his support is shot away

(30 seconds.. ) 5:37
Luke approaching but undefended from DV

OW voice tells him to use the force… DV senses Force is strong in him.. Luke switches off targeting computer…   DV hits R2 (so it’s a good thing he is on his own)
Death Star clears the planet.5:38
They commence primary ignition..  At last minute MF comes in and shoots DV..Yehoo .  Luke drops shots“You’re all clear kid. Now let’s blow this thing and go home.”  

Death star blows apart..

Han “Great shot..”
OW remember Force will be with you

DV tumbling into outer darkness….

Luke  in cave wi ship.  Everybody hugging. Leia say knew was more to Han than money. R2 is loaded down. 3CPO volunteers own circuits…

Triumphal music..  

Giant doors open.. \They walk down corridor a people.. very Truimph of the will.. Nazi architecture…  Chewb follow behind Luke and Han. 
PL all dressed in white.. but solemnity broken by grins and winks,,,  She puts medals on Han and Luke..  Droids freshly cleaned.. R2 walks like stroke. CW is  on left of Han… out of picture… but hear him growl…
 End

