INVASION OF THE BODY SNATVHERS

Starts out with sirens… Dr. Hill, Dr. Benson..  Kevin McCarthy screaming.. make them listen to me before it’s too late.  Dr. Hill from the State Mental Institution.   I’m a Dr. too, KM: I’m not insane

Started last Thursday… urgent call from nurse.  It looked the same but something evil had taken possession of the town.  

You’ve got an office full of patients.. they wouldn’t go to Percy or Carmichael… They wan to see you.  They wouldn’t say… (It’s been two weeks)…

Becky Driscoll back… my interest in married women is strictly professional or you would have been…

Kid running away.. .refusing to go to school… Veggie stand is littered. Used to be neat and finest.  She was in to see him last week.  Six canceled appointments.. looks like you called me back for nothing..

Becky shows up.. Almost five years.  Maybe I clown around too much.  What’s the trouble.. It’s my cousin Wilma; she thinks her uncle isn’t her uncle.  He is really an imposter.. She wants him to talk to her..  

She has been back from London two weeks ago.  Has been in Reno.. (They’ve both gotten divorced).  

Police guy says it was nothing..  They talk about who got married in High school.  

Later that afternoon.  Dr. is leaving.  Jimmie Grimaldi is screaming and crying.    My daughter in law—he’s got the crazy idea she isn’t his mother.    He was hiding in the cellar… Dr. Gives her some pills to give him.  You’re going to stay with your grandmother.   He’s going to stop by and see Wilma…  

At swing.  He’s your Uncle Ira alright.  He’s not.. How is he different?  No difference you can actually see…  There’s something missing.  Special look in his eye when he talks to me.  What about memories; he remembers them all.  There’s no emotion, none; just the pretense of it.   Memories or not he’s not my Uncle Ira.  Then you’ll know the trouble’s inside you.    Wilma asks if she is going crazy…You don’t have to be loosing your mind to seek psychiatric help.  He wants her to go to a shrink…
He goes off with Becky.  Bells should have been going off in my mind.. 

I could start taking psychological jargon….  He talks her into dinner with Shakespeare quote form Midsummer—“I know a place where wild thyme grows.”

They run into the shrink…  He says boy doesn’t think his mother is his mother.  Strange neurosis… contagious.. Hysterical...Epidemic of mass hysteria. Let’s not catch it.  I’d hate to wake up one morning and find out you’re not you…   Kisses her as a way to prove she is really her.  Is this an example of your bedside manner; no, that comes later.

Hardly anyone at the restaurant… Business has been falling off for the last week.,  Dance to juke box.  Two very dry martinis…

Emergency.. How hungry are you… I can wait.  She goes with him to the emergency/  There’s Jack.  Teddi upset.  Asks if he would be able to forget he’s a dr.  Stop acting like a writer.  Asks him to turn light on over pool table.. Finds body.. just like Jack .  Dr. Asks, who is he?  Cuckoo clock.  Becky says that face is vague.. not formed.    Want to take fingerprints.    Fingerprints blank.  Waiting for final face to be stamped on it.   Teddi a bit hysterical… whose Face?  Teddi says Jack is 5’ 10 and weighs 140 lbs.  He cuts him hand by dropping glass… they go back to the body.    Would you be willing to sit up with your friend throughout the night and see what happens to him?    …It’ll make a charming, blood-curdling mystery store.
Back to house.. I was careful not to let Becky know how distressed I was.  He follows he into dark hallway.   That way lies madness…  See somebody in basement.  What are you doing down there.   Her father has been doing something…

Teddi goes over to body.. it has taken on appearance of Jack, including the cut on his hand.   It’s Alive… It’s alive.  The hand was open and bleeding…  Dr. says he’ll call Danny Kaufmann..   Asks Danny to come… Someone says something about Becky… Has a premonition that Becky is in danger.. Had to get to her as quickly as possible…  Runs up to house…  Doesn’t ring bell.  Something is wrong in this house.  He creeps around.  Gets into the basement through small window..  lights a match; looks around.  Another match.. find pod person in the hatch…  Steals into Becky’s room…  tries kissing her awake.  She doesn’t respond.  He carries her out.
Back to Jack and Teddi…Other Dr. is there first.  He doesn’t believe me.  They go back to Jack’s house…  What you saw was the body of a murdered man.  Danny keeps coming up with far-fetched explanation.. He got rid of his fingerprints with acid.   Dr. says he saw Becky’s double.
They go on to Becky’s House.  Lift the lid--  there’s a body here alright… nothing but  blankets.  Danny comes up with perfectly rational description. Keeps telling him it was all in his mind.   Driscoll comes down with gun.  Has called the police.. Policemen asks  why they didn’t report it sooner.  Policeman describes body.. just like Danny…

Next morning.  Becky is cooking b’kfast.  They hear something.. gas man in basement.. putting a new meter outside .  Did you do this for your husband…  What would you say if I told you I’d already gotten involved….  Jack asks if he like to take in a couple of borders

Wilma comes out.. I woke up this morning and everything is alright.  She is at my house.   Wilma goes into store.  Speaks to father in dead voice…Becky’s still at his house.   In the waiting room he sees Jimmy and his mother.. everything seems normal now.  

Back to Jack and Teddi…  cooking/ barbeque,, Goes into greenhouse.  Doesn’t see pods. At first.  Then he sees the pod opening…. (look like Alien)..  Becky asks.. when they are finished, what happens to our bodies…  They figure out that it happens when they are asleep.  Becky has noticed something happened to her father.    Dr. Wants to go out and talk to people…  They decide to talk to police or to Danny. He tries to get to FBI—

Where did they come from?   So much is happening” Atomic radiation on plant life; some wired alien.  Operator can’t get through to LA.    Teddi starts t emerge from foam…  Jack has a pitchfork…All the circuits are dead to LA.  All the circuits to Sacramento are bsy…
Miles tells Jack and Teddi to get out of town..  Miles sees pod becoming Becky;;; had trouble killing it.  

They leave.. Try to get in touch with his nurse..  May be they don’t have the payphones..  Becky lies to the woman…Mac looks in trunk… 

Miles stops car asap; opens trunk.  Finds seed pods.  Sets them both on fire.

We’ve gotta make it to Sally’s house..  Sees several cars in front of the house…Decides to play it safe.  Driscoll has pod.  Asking if the baby is asleep yet.  Police try to get Miles into house, but he escpes to car and drives off with Becky.  APB to stop Miles and Becky… police mobilize..

Becky and Miles go down an alley to a used car place…they leave car there and run off… Climb stairs to his office…see shadow coming up the wall.. hiding in closet.  Police looking for them.. they think they are safe until morning..  when Jack comes back.  Miles gives her drugs to stay awake,  We can’t close our eyes all night.

In my practice I’ve seen how people let their humanity drain away.  All of us.. we harden our hearts’ grow callous…  Big kiss.  

Next AM—phone rings.. No Hack.  Look out onto Sq. in Santa Mira…  7:45, but everyone is out and about..  Everyone moves mysteriously towards the center of town green.  Truck comes in, full of pods.   Crecent City families.. move to Truck one.  All with Redmond family move to two.. Milltown   .. They are spreading pods all over the country

Miles wants to go.  Jack comes to the door.  Whole town’s been taken over by the pods…  except you two.  We can’t let you go; you’re dangerous.  The wonder of what’s happened.  People with nothing but problems…    Out of the sky came seeds,, pods.  There’s no pain.  Suddenly while you’re asleep, they’ll absorb all your thought…  Everyone will be the same..  No need for love.  No emotion.  No feelings.  Only the instinct to survive.  Love never lasts.  Ambition, faith…without them, life is so simple.  
I guess we haven’t any choice.  She says she wants to have his children.

Miles starts getting things out of cupboard…two against three… Miles fills syringes… 

They fake an escape, but double around back.  Miles stabs two of them with syringe.  Backy gets third… Only hope is to make it to the highway… can’t get out back.  Have to chance going out front…  Keep eyes wide and blank.  Show no interest or excitement…

She blows it by screaming when dog is going to be kit by truck…  Police guy goes upstairs… They start running…  Jansen.. turn the main siren on…  They run up the stairs…  Whole town is following them..  

They are in the mountains.. being followed by everyone.. it’s clear she is getting more and more tired.  She falls.. he carries her into cave..  She starts talking about how she can’t go on…  He drags her along… they find some loose boards and make a hiding place for  themselves.   The townspeople all run into the tunnel…  Run right over them…

They decide they aren’t in the tunnel…   

She says Miles, I can’t stay awake much longer…  Weird thermo music in the background… they come to edge of tunnel..  She speaks of the music… means that we aren’t the only ones.  He leaves her behind to search out the music…   She goes back into cave…  Miles find that music is coming from a radio at the pod farm…   retraces his steps….  

He calls for Becky..  She says I’m here Miles.. I am so tired..  He picks her up..    Falls with her in the mud.  She says, we can’t make it without… he kisses her… moment of total horror.  She says I went to sleep while I was in the caverns.  Stop acting like a fool Miles…  She starts screaming.. He’s in here.. .Get him..  I  never knew real fear until I kissed Becky.. So I ran…  to the highway…
As he gets to highway.. they townspeople decide to let him go.. They’ll never believe him.  He runs distracted trough the cars. People think he is drunk or crazy… Jumps onto truck… it is full of pods.  They’re here already.. you’re next….

Then back to frame in psychiatrist office…  One guy thinks he is mad as a march hare..  other wonders… Truck..   we had to dig him out from the most peculiar things… great big seed pods.   He takes it on.. calls FBI.. Finally something is going to happen….
