Film Notes on Dr. Strangelove
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Additional notes: 2/21/06

AIRFORCE DISCLAIMER

VOICE-OVER

Images of clouds from stock footage

Doomsday Machine traced to arctic 

 remote and desolate lace

… Zokov Islands… 

COPULATING AIRPLANES—CREDITS
Big plane with little plane below it

Lyrical music and sense of flying above it all 

Touching scene of two machines feeding each other
Credits hand-written over the copulating image so we see both at once.
”Try a Little Tenderness” … I’ll be looking at the moon but I’ll be seeing you??
Planes disengage and lower one continues to fly

(sense that it is on a mission to aplace very very far away_
AIRBASE (1)
Nighttime.. see run way, radar; planes arriving.  (are they coming back from the mission to Zokov)

Computer room… 

Gen. Ripper summons Group Cpt Mandrake
Do you recognize my voice.  Why do you ask?  Strange disuccsion/

Is everyone at the fail-safe points.

Base is being put on condition red…Good keeps men on their toes.

 Not an exercise///

You’re a good officer and you deserve to know.   Looks like we’re in a shooting war.
Oh Hell says CM.

SH—just came over the red phone..  R for Robert.  
All privately owned radios must be impounded and collected (as I’ve previously arranged) (might be used to send info to collaborators.)

Darkness in office (reminds me of Hopper painting)

Sound of alarm honking as he looks out window
—starts Plan R

VOICE-OVER

Explains B-52’s in the air 24/7

Scenes of planes flying over arctic regions…Each contains 50 megatons.  16 X the power of all ordinance from   Airborn alert force.

All two hours from targets inside Russia

INTERIOR OF PLANE (1)
Slim looking at centerfold; Foreign affaris covers her ass.

 Guys playing cards, reading instruments…Faling asleep.

Whole plane is full of buttons  banks of  them

Code comes in… FGD135   Top secret.. they read code

They call Kong to say  this sounds crazy,  that they’ve received Wing-attack plan R”  Initially Kong thinks it is crazy. Goldie, I don’t want no horsing around on the airplane.

I’ve been to one world’s fair….

 Gotta be something wrong… Kong somes back to check code.  
Kong puzzles over code.  They call base to get confirmation.

James Earle Jones comes up from bottom…suggests this could be a loyalty test.

Ain;t nobody got a go code yet.  

Ripper wouldn’t call it unless they’d gotten ZRussia and a whole lot else.

Kong decdes this is it…Nuclear war:  toe to toe with the Ruskies
"When Johnny Comes Marching Home"
Kong’s speech.  

Hell I guess you wouldn’t be human beings if you didn’t have some pretty strong personal feelings about nuclear war..
Promises they will all get promotions and personal citations when this is all over.  

Get this on the hump; we got some fluin to do. etc/
BUCK’S ROOM 
Centerfold in bikini on bed. Rolls arounf Phone ringing.  
Should I get it; he says You have to,  

Seems underground..no windows only mirrors.
She puts on total secretary tone, though she calls him Freddi  Trugiston calls him General

General is in the powder room… Transmission from Burpelson Air Base.  Decoded as Wing attack R.  

The general suggests you call base commander Ripper.  Do I have to do everything myself All communications dead.  

Normal phone lines shut down.

Buck in horrible shorts and mismatched shirt…

What’s cooking in the threat board.  . Tells him to go condition R.   He claps his stomach.  She asks what’s goin on.. He lies..  
Moosey over to the war room.. see what’s going on…   

At three in the morning… ?

You just start your countdown, and ol Bucky;ll 

AIR BASE (2)
Ripper instructing troops that commies may try to get into base.  Three simple rules.:
1)trust no one, uniform or rank unless he is known to you personally

2) fire upon anything 200 yds perimeter

3)Shoot first, talk later

IN conclusion (2 yrs commanding officer)
Mandrake finds radio.--it is playing regular music, 
PLANE (2)
Unlock safe (more centerfold pictures inside safe).   and get attack profile. (Inimate connection of sex and war)
Everyone opens their envelope.  (Amazing intricacy of preparations)

Kong says that they must… Switch radio to block all transmissions with code prefix OPE  (hope with no H..bomb?) (no hope, rope)   auto-destruct check.  Primay target ICBM complex at  Laputa.  P Secondary target.  30 megaton blsat… Both airbursts at 12,000 feet

BASE (3)
Mandrake find radio with nothing on  but music. Takes it into Ripper.

CM thinks Pentagon has set them up.
Mandrake tries to convince Ripper that there is no attack.
Ripper says I thought I ordered all radios collected.  R  locks the door.. 

Tells M that officer exchamge does not allow him to question his orders.

Starts fixing cigar.  M tries to reason with him.. wouldn’t be hearing music.  If there is no attack, then your orders…  but he hesitates to actually accuse Ripper.   Something dreadfully wrong somewhere.  
Ripper orders him to make him a drink.  Grain alcohol and rainwater. 
Mandrake says it is his responsibility to issue recall code upon my own autority and bring back the wing.

.  Discovers that doors are locked.  Courteously asks for key and code.   Ripper says he is only one who knows the code.  Ripper gets gun out.
Are you Threateninng a brother officer with a gun?  

Shot of Ripper from bottom.. cigar in mouth.  Dark shadows
Ripper hopes that generals in war room will have to go for total commitment

What Clemenseu said, War too important to be left to Henerals.  But today War too important to be left to politicisms. Have neither time, training, nor inclination for strategic thought, 
I can no longer allow communist consipiracy to sap and impurify our precious bodily fluids…

WAR ROOM (1)
Sec of State is in Vietnam  Lagos
Pres asks what’s going on.

Bucky reports  Operation drop kick…average load of 40 megatons each, Triangles primary tagets, squares are secondary.

President says I thought I was the only one authorized to launched nuclear  weapoms.  (notebook “World targets in megadeaths)

Central display board…  25 minutes to penetrate

Provisions of plan R  Lower echelon commander can order attack after sneak attack,  if normal command structure is gone.  Sen Beaufort made big hassle about our plan lacking credibility, 
I assume that planes will stop automatically at fail-afe point,

Planes were at faial safe points; once they received the go code they proceeded/   I am afraida we are unabale to communicate with any of the aircraft.   Once the go-code is received they go into CRM114.. to keep enemy from sending false info,
Will you be unable to recall aircraft.

17,000 permutations 2 and half days to send them all)
18 minutes to penetrating Russian air space.

Where did you get all this ingo,

Reading transcript for conversation with Ripper.    
Yes, they are on the way and no one can bring them back,

\My boys will give you the best possible start. 14 hundred megaton’s world.
We will prevail through purity and essence of our natural fluids.  

We are still trying to figue out that last phrase

MM realizes man is obviously a psychotic.

Human reliability tests… not fair to codemn whole program because of  one slip-up.

MM wants to talk to Ripper on the phone,

Buck sulks like a baby.
Girl calls him in war room..  “I can’t talk to you now,  my president needs me,  Someday I’ll make you Mrs. Buck Turgison,,,
Sug.. don’t forget to say your prayers..

Find that an army unit is stationed near the base,  

MM orders 23rd to go to base

Buck points out that the base will be defended, will take heavy combat.
Pissing contest between two guys..  

Buck makes points about 2)Ruskies discovering planes… 
3) they’ll go ape

4)necessity to retailiate.we will suffer virtual retailiation

5)  Catch em with their paints down

  Wants immediately to launch attack on all their airplanes…We would  destroy 90% of their nuclear facilities, .

MM It is our policy never to strike 1st with nuclear weapons.  
Buck truth not always pleasant thing—choose between two distinquishable post-war alternatives. 
I’m not saying we wouldn’t get our hair mussed,  No more than ten to 20 million killed.  Buck accuses him of not thinking about American people.
They are going to  bring the Russian ambassor into the war room.

Buck getting freaked out about Russian ambassador.  Serious breach of secuiry… he’ll see everything,, He can see the big board.

Get premier kss-off on the hot-line,
PLANE (3)
Survival kit:   1 45 caliber automatic

I drug issue: vitamins, pain pills

 all kins of pills.  Combo Russian phrase book plus bible. 
One rpoplylactic

3 chocolate bars..

WAR ROOM (2)
Abassador at buffet.  Wants fresh fish; instead gresh eggs.   Wants a Cuban cigar.. Won’t take Jamacian,
You aren’t going to let that loosey Ruskie vomit all over us.

Premier is with a women (just like Buck [[who accuses him of being degenerate)

Buck is clutching code book to his chest)

Buck fights ambassor .. He was taking pictures with the camera.  
You can’t fight in here. It’s the war room.

Getting Pres Kiss-off on the line,

BASE (4)
See trucks and troops arriving.
You’ve sure gotta hand it to those commies.. those truck sure look like the  real thing,  Porbably bought them as war surplus. 

(Paranoia)…

Start shooting on the convoy…All shot hand-held
Mand and Gen ripper in office, listening to sounds of attack

… man playing wi gum wrapper

WAR ROOM (3)
Pres talking to Dimitri.  
Gets Alexi (ambassador) to translate..  Be careful Mr. President, Thinks premier is drunk.  MM: I can’t hear you.  Can you turn the music down just a little.  
Buck is listening on the phone.. 

You’re coming thorugh fine, and I’m coming through fine.

You know how we’ve always talked about the psossibility of something going wrong with the bomb… the hydrogen bomb.

 (Buck puts big wad of gum in his mouth)

One of our commanders did a silly thing.  

Who feels worse about it…Dimitri.. of course I like to speak to you..  O course it is a friendly call.    Pres assures that planes will not reach targets for an hour. 
We’d like to give you a complete run down on the defensive plans…

 If we are unable to recall.  We’ll have to help you destroy the planes.  
Whole discussion about getting in touch with Russians--getting the right number, 

Yes, I know they’re our boys.  Who is sorrier.  Childish one upsmanship.
Alexi speaks to Dimitri.. Something really serious…

Alexi--The fools..the mad fools.  

The doomsday machine.  Scott making faces

Will destroy all human and animal life.

BASE (5)
Mandrake holding gum wrapper.  Ripper puts arm around him.

Have you ever seen a commie drink a glass of water.  I can’t say I have.

Vodka  isn’t that what they drink…never water.  
Water is source of all life.  70% of world is water.  70% of you is water.  
Mandrake is laughing, near tears..   Folding wrapper. (Blade runner..)  
Ripper have you never wondered why I drink only distilled water or rainwater,—fluoridation speech.  Most onstrously conceived and dangerous communist plot we have ever had to face.  

Bullets coming in through blinds.  Ripper praises soldier for good shooting.  Gets his golf bag.  Takes a machine gun out of golf  bag. Jack wants Mandrake to help with belt of machine gun. In the name of her majesty and the continental congress,

 String in my leg’s gone.    Mandrake, Come over here,, the red coats are coming..
WAR ROOM (4)
Alexi telling about Doomsday Machine. 

  Bucky claims that radio-activity will only las t a couple of weeks.  Doomsday shroud.. Half-life of 93 years.   Radio-active cloud will circle the earth for 93.
What a load of commie bull.

MM asks if premier is planning to trigger.  

No it triggers itself automatically,

Pres-- this is absolute madness,

Expense of arms race etc… more efficienct was to use money. 
 Deciding factor… when we heard you were working on it… Doomsday gap.

NYT articles on it. 
 They ask Dr. Strangelove (Dir weapons research and development) study by the Bland Corp.  He decided it wasn’t practical…Then it is possible to build such a thing, Technology is within the range of smallest power. Requires only the will to do so.  Deterrence is art of producing fear in mind of enemy. 
Bucky chews on,,,

  Rules out “human meddling:   
Bucky wishes we had one of those machines…  But this is fantastic.  How can it be triggered automatically.  Connect to a gigantic banks of computers.  Program a set a conditions…   
Bucky figuring out Kraut;s name,,,

Whole point is lost if you fail to tell the world.  Was supposed to be announced next week.. you know the premier loves surprises.
BASE (6)
Soldiers attacking. PEACE IS OUR PROFESSION.  KEEP OFF THE GRASS
Man and Ripper crawling around in floor wi machine gun, Man peering throghhle in chair..

 Mand feeding bullets.  

Mandrake wants to get away from all the glass..

Ripper talking about Plans to fluoridate food, ice cream.. 
Flour began in 1946… post-war commie conspiracy…  Foreign substance intro into our precious bodily fluids without the knowledge of the individual.
When did you first develop this theory.  First became aware of during the physical act of love.  Sense of fatigue/ emptiness followed,   Luckily able to interpret this correctly. Loss of essence,  Women sense my power; they seek my essence. I do not avoid women, but I do  deny them my essence.

Guys run out of building and surrender,,, shooting stops…  Gen realizes boys must have surrendered.  
Mandrake Well, there it is…  asks to recall… Ripper talks about how they were all his boys.  They betrayed him,    Mandrake goes on about how he drinks all kinds of water.  Were you ever a prisoner of war.  Tortured by Japanese.. did you talk?  No.. (he was a genuine hero)  Stange thing is they make such bloody good cameras.  He is worried that he can’t stand up to torture.  
Feed me you said, and I was feeding you (a little homosexual??) Mandrake continues to talk.. never realizes what he is doing.  Jack goes into bathroom.. shoots himself.

PLANE (4)
Plane flying over snowy waste.  Report of of fuel.  7 hours.  Unidentfied rader blib… 60 miles. Missile tracking them. Commence evasive action. Right.. See missle on target.   Continue evasive action… Keep getting pictures of slim’s face as he tries to evade..  deflection increasing..  Detonates at one mile…  Fire in the hole..  One engines seems smoking..  Flying between icebergs…  narrowly miss the coastline…  Get out over land and stabilize
BASE (7)
Mandrake figures out code.  Peace on earth.. puriyt of essence..  
RAF uniform.. Gen Ripper’s exec officier..  Wants get in touch with SAC headquarters… Suspects that Mand shot Ripper.  Col Bat Guano.  Puts hands over head.  Picks up red phone.  Trying to bluff BG  who takes him away.

PLANE (5)
Circuit fried .Code recognition is out.   Autodestruct mech got hit.  No radio is working.  Reports.  Rate of fuel loss.  Radius of action to take out targets but can not  return.  Will be able to ditch.  3 engines out.  Flying any lower we need sleigh bells.  Flying so low they wont be seen on radar screen
BASE (8)
BG.  I think you some kind of deveated pervert.  He is supposed to get ripper on phone to president.  I’ve got to talk to him.  Civil defense poster.  Mandrake attempting to call .  If you try anay perversions in there I’ll blow your head off.  Emergency connection to the president.  Operator doesn’t believe him.  Not enough change.  They won’t accept call.   Not enough money for station to station..  Wants Col. To shoot Coke machine.  
You’re gonna have to answer to the coka cola company

WAR ROOM (5)
OPE code being acknowledged.  People celebrating.  3 were shot down by enemy. 
Buck.  What’s in every heart.  Short prayer.  Everyone else bows.. but Buck is cemter of attention.    

Premier calls..  he’s hopping mad.  

PLANE (6)
Fuel leak increasing.   Plane flying low
WAR ROOM  (6)
Pres assuring Dmitir that One plane is not turning back—headed for Laputa missile.  Acknowledge from every plane but four you shot down.. Oh, They only claim three.
Buck is paranoid that Russian are claiming that the plane is there so they can retaliate.

Pres hoping that Russians can stop the plane.  Dimitir getting hysterical..  Awful expression on Buck’s face.  Pres advising Dimitri to attack plane with all power. 
PLANE (7)
Not enough fuel to get to primary Only 38 minutes of fuel left.  SO they can’t get to either primary or secondary target.  What is the nearest target of opportunity.  Targets 384.   ICBM complex at Koblas.  

WAR ROOM (7)
We’ll just keep our fingers crossed.   We’ll keep the line open.  Pres and Dimitri hang up.  Asks Buck if the plane can get through.  If the pilot is good.. He gets so into pilot that he forgets that it is the end of the world…  Double take, covers his mouth when he realizes rooting for the pilot means end of the world. 
PLANE (8)
Approaching target.  Ready for final bomb run check… go though all the tests and lights.. release safetys.  
Now plane is heading towards us.    Bomb door circuits not working.  Lights red.  Operate manual override..  Fire explosive bolts…Still negative Sir..

I’m going to get those bomb bay doors open if it hairlips everybody on bear creek.  
Nuclear warhead; handle with care .  Hey there.. dear john.,,  Climbs up on Hey there where there are circuits burning and sparking.. 
Countdown to target… 6 miles…  Slim is connecting wires…  
Plane going haaaard passage.  Where is hell is major Kong,,,  Bomb doors open.    Hey, what about Major kong.. rides bomb down.
Bomb explodes…

WAR ROOM (8)
Strangelove comes out of darkness.
I would not rule out chance to preserve a nucleus of human specimums.. It would ne quite easy at bottom of deeper mineshafts…  How long to stay.  He is figuring things out on circular thing.  100 years.  Mein furer… Nuclear power, greenhouses,   animals could be slaughtered.. several hundred thousand of our people...  
MM:  I would hate to have to decide.  Computers decide on basis.  Youth, health, sexual fertility, necessary skills.  S/  Arm starts trying to rise.  Breed prodigiously.  Buck’s eyebrows up… He loves it…  MM worries that survivors would envy dead; not want to go one living…  When they go down to mines, everyone still alive. Nostalgia plus bold curiosity for adventure ahead..  Fighting his right hand that keeps wanting to salute.. starts choking,  Buck asks about ten women… abandonment of monogamous relationship. Regretably yes… Sacrifice required for the good of the human race… Women will have to be selected for sexual appearance.  Alexi thinks a great idea.  Buck is already thinking about Ruskies trying to take over mineshafts… No change in soviet expansionist policy,   Alexi walking out.. taking pictures…  We must not allowe a mineshaft walk… ,

Strangelove.. mein fuehrer.. I can walk…

BOMBS EXPLODING

”We’ll Meet Again”  -- implies that battle between Russian and American will continue.  Even when they are in mine shafts,, when they emerge, they will continue childish fighting of each other…
