DARK STAR

Message from earth

Hi guys.. glad to get your message  broadcast to whole earth.. got great ratings..
from ten year delay estimate you are 18 parsecs away..

Sorry to hear about the radiation leak.  And REAL sorry to hear about death of commander Powell.  About your request for radiation shielding… sorry guys..  some cutbacks in congress…  I know, you guys will make do.  Keep up the good work.. 
Scout ship Dark Star..

Portentous music  (a little theummy?   

Ship headed toward planet crescent..  See ship head-on.  Ship in side profile.. 

Talby sitting in dome..  drifting off.  Inter-comm problem.. trying to get a reading ffrom something.  

Bomb bay systems, operational.. lower bomb Sgt Pinback,, calling bomb 19..  Very hyped up bomb.. let’s synchronized  Do you have any idea when you are supposed to go off….  Count down..  Hyperdrive sequence begun…  they shoot into hyperdrive.. flashing colors…  shots of planet   .. finally it explodes…   geosphee… 0%.  Planet just exploded sir.

Female computer voice..  this sector is now cleared for colonization.  They have destroyed the last unstable planet.  Doolittle wants something else to do.  95% probability of intelligent life… remember intelligent life… balloon..  Don’t give me that intelligent life stuff.  I want to blow something up.. I got a new star…   Red dwarf.  8 planets… any of them any good? … no, they’re all stable.

Find a planet in veil nebula that is unstable..  Cowboy music.

Pinups all over.

See ship go behind cloudy nebula… 

music goes on.. thru credits.. see Talby looking at stars…  One guy is reading a mag on Falling in Love…  

Doolittle—ship’s log.. seems really sullen, looking down .  ship’s systems continue to feteriorate (Pinback comes in and complains…) Short circuit which killed commander  is still malfunctioning. Bothers Pinback; he sits next to it… Also explosion/ self-destruct of cargo bay .. no more toilet paper on board.

Doolittle takes bkfast up to Talby.. he doesn’t like going below since commander Powell died.  Doolittle wants him to spend more time in the rest of the ship.   Been in space for 20 years.  Have only aged 3 yers.

Phoenix asteroid should be passing through veil nebula.. circles universe once every 12 billion years… They just glow as they drift around the universe… 

D: you know what I think about,  Talby… I can’t talk to the others… Think about back home in Malibu.  I used to surf a lot… waves do fantastic in the spring… waves would really be peaking.. coming down off one of those walls, just running pretty…  I miss the wave and my board more than anyting…

Guy in deck chair getting some rays.. in Hawaiian outfit.

Other guy is dragging something heavy… The lid of the heating unit…   Guy brings out huge gun..  Other guy says hes not supposed to have it out.. It’s dangerous.  Guy is doing target practice..

Female voice reminds Pinback it is his responsibility to feed the alien… he whines….  She reminds him it was his idea to have a mascot..

He goes into room with lights…   here  eat it.  Take it or leave it..  Okay.. starve.. talks about cleaning up crap.  Alien jumps him.. hands around his face…  It escapes…  He snaps his fingers at it.. It claws him..  Uses squeaky mouse to attract him.. it eats the mouse… idiot.. attacks again.. Goes after it with a broom… spooky music… Thing is behind him… grabs him around ankles… he starts beating it with a broom.. it gets broom and beats back…  it urns away..
Goes into a dark space.. it is stuck in sq hole.. he uses broom and pushes it into air duct./ elevator shaft/  use a ladder to bridge across shaft.  Finds it.. it backtracks across ladder.. takes ladder away—leaving him stranded. Spooky music.. he can’t see bottom of shaft.  Tries for edges… walking on edge… edges across.. alien blocking entrance to shaft…

Attention.. central trunk elevator shaft is now activated… Lights go on and he sees how deep shaft is..  Edging towards wall.  Kicking it.  It attacks him… he falls.. is hanging onto edge of ledge…Thing starts tickling him…  that’s not funny..

Attention. Elevator descending.. please clear the shaft…  elevator is coming down.  He pulls himself up onto the lip, tries to stand..   elevator stops -- resting on his face…  keeps moving down a  he is holding onto pipe at bottom… elevator going up

Talby and Doolittle are in dome… getting a malfunction reading…  Doolittle says.. don’t worry.. we’ll find out when it goes bad.

Meanwhile, elevator is going down again…  hear alien.. Elevator goes up.. he sees bolts on bottom…unscrews butterfly bolts…   elevator going down again…    closer to floor (is alien pushing buttons?)  panel drops…  he tries to pull himself into elevator..  can’t get in beyond hips…  Tries to reach for red emergency phone.. HELP/// I’m sorry.. this phone is out of order… He reaches to bank of buttons, pushes one.. for your listening enjoyment… now present barber of Seville… he tried pushing more buttons… good for you, you’ve decided to clean the elevator!   To.. press button number one.. explosive bolts will denoate…   he walks out of elevator ..smoke
Goes to get explosive anestheic gun (with martial music in background)..  finds alien ball hidden away among machines…No its time to go sleepy bye you worthless piece of garbage.  When he shoots it, it completely deflates/

Pinbak talking to other guys about killing alien.. they are talking about meal… hoping its not chicken.. its ham…   they tear tops off…they peal off plastic segments..like those popsicles..

Say something about veil nebula.. who cares.

Pinback talks about how got in.. got 58 in exam (need 700 to get into officers core).  they start talking about when he told this story.. 4 years ago?  No, 4 years ago… Saw this naked astronaut.. jumps into my fuel tank.  Put on Sgt’s flight suit to protect himself to try to save the guy.  Gets mistaken for Sgt pinback…

Talby up in dome, checking schematics… finds problem in communication laser… malfunction//  he’s going down to try to fix it.  Other guy asks why Talby doesn’t come down with the rest of us.  Asks what’s Talby’s first  name… asks Doolittle what his first name it..

Pinback gets out an 8-track tape with MY DIARY on it…  

1) This statement is for posterity…I am not Pinbak… underwear is too loose.  I do not belong on this mission and I want to return to earth

2) report on death of commander during hyperdrive

3) says he should assume command instead of Doolittle because he is objective

4) I went up to Doolittle in hall today… laughing so hard he can’t speak… various obscene words and gestures
5) this mission has fallen apart…. ..pinches me when Doolittle isn’t looking.  Tired of being treated like an old washrag

6)  I tried to improve morale by holding a conversational exercise.  I was brutally rebuffed.  …  they are deeply sick and try to compensate by making me miserable.  Last week was my birthday…

Talby puts on helmet.

Heading for veil nebula…  towards a red planet which looks like it may have a face on it.
Planet may become unstable in 1200 revolutions… sounds good. Let’s vaporize it..

They start bombing run procedure..  This is Sgt Pinback calling bomb #20.  Talby is  in the airlock…  computer announcement about airlock being opened during emergency procedures..  Talby finds laser problem…  tries to talk to Talby… tells him about malfunction… Doolittle cuts him off…  Okay bomb. Arm yourself….  

Computer laser has now been activated.. laser will now energize.  Computer laser #17.  I now on task…  

Pinback talking to bomb…  Talby.. trying to adjust laser…  It blinds Talby… laser has malfunctioned….  

Begin primary sequence…. Countdown… drop.. negative drop… noise sounds like something is broken…  try again.. get same noise…    everyone yelling and trying to do things.... Re-mark…  keep trying to get it to drop.  Now another light goes on.  Talby on floor..

Doolttle calls bomb… it says it should detonate in 14 minutes…  bomb keeps repeating that he is programmed to detonate.  Computer says she is damaged.  She says she has put up dampers that will confine damage to one mile..

Doolittle decides he has to ask commander Powell.   Climbs down ladder to what is obviously a cold part of ship.   Puts on heavy gloves.  Feramond again..  Cryogenic freezer compartment…  Adjusts dials.. picks up microphone,,, talking to commander powell… something serious has come up…  I’m glad you’ve come to talk to me (he sounds like Hal).. you must tell me one thing.. how are the Dodgers doing.. they disbanded over 15 years ago..  Pity pity…  Why don’t you have anything nice to tell me?  Negative effect… it did’t work? Sorry Doolittle I’ve forgotten so much.. You might try… faded out… now he is drawing a black.  I forget so may things… obviously not in touch.
Pinback trying to convince the bomb to wait around a while…  Commander is still thinking… Powell says.. talk to the bomb.. teach it phenomenology Doolittle…

8 minutes to denotation…

Doolittle goes EVA to talk to bomb… we hear soft sound.. not breathing…  
Caution, themostellar device. 
Hello bomb.. are you willing to entertain a few concepts… How do you know you exist… What concrete evidence do you have that you exist?  I think therefore I am.  My sensory apparatus reveals it to me.  How do you know the evidence your sensory apparatus give you is accurate… Meanwhile they figure out that pulling the pins will free the bomb.. intriguing.. I wish I had more time… two guys are fighting over gun…whether to blow pins out.  What is your one purpose? To explode. You wonldn’t want to explode on false info… trying/   you have no proof it was correct data..

Bomb returns to bomb bay.  Sequence is aborted…  

See ship above planet.  Talby asking what is going on…  

Two guys go back to control deck.  

They open emergency airlock.. Talby was in the airlock.. he is drifting away without his jet pack.  Do little goes after him..  Talby flipping in space…

Pinback trying to talk to bomb.  Bomb says you are false data.  The only thing that exists is me.  In the beginning was darkness… and I moved upon the face of the darkness… Let there be light…  Bomb explodes.     Doolittle and Talby flying in opposite directions…   Doolittle discovers jet pack is busted…  commander  drifts by.  Doolittle headed towards planet.  Talby sees Phoenix asteroid… glows with many colors…Talby tells Doolittle he liked him..  debris from ship comes by.  

Talby says..Doolittle I’m beginning to glow. They are taking me with them.
Doolittle now alone.  A piece of space debris, like a ladder comes towards him.  I ve figured out a way… He surfs towards the planet until he blows up…

