VIEWING NOTES ON ALIEN

(Director’s Cut)

02/24/04

See rings of planet on right… moving across planet as letters begin to form.  You can only se verticals..  Formation of letters  shows how long it takes to figure things out totally..  As word is almost complete, camera pans beyond planet to rings… camera is moving right..

Camera stops..  Nostromo moves in from right to left…  Pass a bit like star wars..  a great deal of detailing on the bottom of ship.

View of empty corridors, sounds of machine thrumming.  Everything isn’t white…

Move into kitchen area (two birds bobbing)  See a ladder area (a bit reminiscent of 2001).  

Into command bridge,, something moves, paper rattles in a brief breeze.

Some to emergency helmets,,, Computer is reflected in face of helmet..  Little silly bird thing bopping in background.

A white corridor with a bend in it; a sound like rushing air…

The door opens; a lab coat blows slightly in the wind on left.

Camera moves into room.. glass covers lift.. like a flower.  (a bit like Alien eggs later?)

John Hurt (Kane) gets up slowly … 

Breakfast scene.. two birds in center..  

Sig says something about cornbread.  Veronica complains of being cold.

Kane says he feels dead… P says he looks dead
Parker starts complaining about bonus situation (they think they’ve been awakened for landing.

Hear a noise.. Mother wants to talk to you. Yeh, the yellow light means just for me.
Dallas goes down corridor to talk to mother.  Keys in a code.  Walks into white igloo-like room… Lights blinking everywhere.  

He says “morning Mother..”  Types into interface.   (computer doesn’t answer orally)
Shift to navigation.  Where’s earth. Sig.. not our system…  Sig tries to contact navigation.. antartica… Gets no response.

Lambert find where they are—still on outer rim…  

Parker and HDS below ship. They only get half the shares that rest of crew gets..  

Everyone gets together again at table.. Dallas announces they are only halfway there.  Mother has intercepted a transmission of unknown origin.

Acoustical beacon; repeats at intervals of 12 seconds/

Parker complains this is not in contract… Talk about bonus situation.

Ash quotes rule about total forfeiture of shares if they don’t response to signs of intelligent life

Dallas asks Lambert if she heard that Lambert  honing in on radio signal. 6550-9

Lamb has located the quadrant.  Planetoid.. 500 K.. Tiny.. gravity .86.  

Ship moving towards planet with rings..a bit of an alignment like 2001.  Shapes of planets repeated by curves on bottom of ship.

Alignments of planet are not geometrical.

Detach from refinery to drop to surface..

A moment of music swelling….almost like 2001… but more eerie.

Parking orbit.  Sig announces turbulence.  Locked and floating..   shaking… Must have lost a shield… Dallas says to take her down… Nav lights on.  See topography on screens.  Come down in lots of fog… Xmas lights on bottom.

When they land, all hell breaks loose.  Fire.  Alarms etc.  somebody give me a straight answer.  It’s a hull breach.  

Parker says… we need to reroute a couple of these ducts..  Got to dry dock.. Brett: say 17 hours… Paker says 24 hours… Wind chime hanging in background.   Sig says she is coming down. 
Dallas asks Kane if any response.  No, same signal..  Turn on lights.  Ash says mother says sun’s coming up.. How far away.. Asks for atmospheric… Ash says “it’s almost primordial… deep cold; well below the line.”  Kane volunteers to go (it figures) Lamb not happy.  Better break  out the weapons…

Ash running in place…

EVA party in airlock.. elevator down to surface.  

Ash monitoring them from ball turret inside ship/

Lamb says can’t see a thing.  Ash reports good contact—he can see through their cameras

Down below… HDS lights cig from welder…

Parker turns off fog and noise that kept Ripley from talking

Landing party goes to ship.

Sig starts analyzing signal.. 0’s and 1’s// Jonesy//

See sun rising over horizon.. landing party still in the rocks…  See ship from afar.. looks like curved horseshoe..

Switch to pov shots from helmets… Lamb.. lets get out of here.  Kane wants to go on..  Transmision garbeled.. Ash frustrated..  Master shot from above; see them approaching.

Transmission cuts off as they go inside…  Inside is like inside of intestinal tract.  Curved sides like ribs.. can’t tell if it is organic or mechanic.   Kane is out front exploring.  Climbing, looking over edges…

Kane finds pilot.. in giant chair.. is he behind a weapon, or a telescope…
Dallas analyzing.. fossilized… Bones bent outward, like he’s exploded form inside.. Lam: what happened to the rest of crew.  Let’s get out of here..

Kane finds something (Dallas is hovering around face)

Sig says that Mother has deciphered message; it looks like a warning…

She wants to go after them… Ash asks.. what’s the point…

Kane is descending into something..   Says is like the tropics in here..  Shot of him hanging at edge of vast expanse… Blue laser lights up the fog…  Leathery objects like eggs.. totally encased by fog…Layer of mist just covering eggs that reacts when broken.  Kane slips and falls below mist onto floor of egg sacs/  Kane wanders around, shining light on egg.. Appear to be completely sealed… he touches one..  Raises his gun as beside him  egg opens..  Jumps out onto his face plate……
Dallas wants in.. Sig quote quarantine  regs to him.

Lamb says open the goddam hatch.  Dallas orders her to.

Meanwhile Ash opens the hatch…

Cutting open the face plate.. Dallas and Ash remove helmet.. D: My god..

See face hugger..  Brett outside watching… backs off as  he sees it.  Parker says freeze it.. Sig and Lambert in a fight.. Lambert hits her… Sig.. even if it’s against the law..

Ash tries to remove a finger.. it tightens around neck.. Parker keeps asking.. how come they don’t freeze him…  

They put Kane into MRI chamber so they can take a look inside..   What’s he got down his throat.. I would suggest it’s feeding him oxygen..  Dallas wants to remove it.  (Seems to realize rape aspect) Ash explains removing it could kill him.  Dallas says he is willing to take that chance…  They try surgical removal but as soon as Ash cuts into it, acid comes out… eats through hull. 

Everyone goes chasing through decks following the trail of the acid as it eats through layers of metal…  It drips through a grate .  Sig—it looks like its stopping.  Dallas asks Brett for a pen…  Top of pen smokes… Dallas says molecular acid.. brett: uses it for blood… P: wonderful defense mechanism.  You don’t dare kill it…  

P and B trying to fix stuff… P says we shouldn’t have landed here in the first place… Give me the creeps.
See Kane lying on bed with thing on his face..  Ash is looking carefully at screen.. something that looks like an embryo..  Sig comes in and asks him what it is.  Ash says he doesn’t know.. turns screen off.  She asks about “our guest.”  I am still collating info..  Tough little son of a bitch… and you let him in.  When Dallas and Kane both off ship, I am next in command.  Also broke science law of quarantine… Pretty big risk for a science officer…  

View of shuttle in cargo bay, listening to music… Ash calls and says that Dallas should come and look at Kane… He calls Rip to meet him in infirmary.  (Is this a continuity problem?  IS shuttle not on big ship???
Infirmary… thing has disappeared off Kane’s face…..  They tip-toe in loking for it.  Sig tells D to be careful…Dal checks K’s pulse… then starts looking.  Sig looks under the bed, something falls down.. JUMP.  Ash closes the door..  He and D looking with lit probes…  Ash warns Sig away from corner and then goes for it himself… Thing drops from over the bed onto Sig..

Ash starting necropsy of alien… Ash says it has to go back.  Ash says.. it’s safe to assume it is not a zombie.  (ironic considering Kane)
Rip and Dallas arguing over D giving Ash right to decide to keep alien.

Rip says repairs aren’t complete.. We’re blind on B and C decks.

Dallas just wants to get the hell out of here.

They are leaving planet.  Rip says—engage artificial gravity… I am altering the vector now.  Retract struts.  

Park.. walk in the park…  everyone seems happy to be back with refinery.

Mess.. Parker wants to freeze it.  Brett keeps saying “right”… Lambert reports still 10 months away.
Kane seems to have woken up…  Thirsty.. Last thing he remembers is a horrible dream about smothering.. On our way home.. back to the old freezerinos… One more meal before bedtime…  

Everyone around the table eating happily.  Ash is loading up on salad--green stuff.. Kane stuffing himself.  Kane starts choking as if he is going to vomit…   Ash watching carefully…   Looks like he is having a seizure.. Trying to get a stick in his mouth. first burst of blood… then chest burster.. Parker wants to kill it.. but ash stops him and it runs off.  

Rip and everyone looking at Kane’s body, wrapped like a mummy in the airlock…  Go tumbling out into space….

Pan across top of ship.  Brett has created a cattle prod.. It will give him a little incentive.. Ash has designed a tracking instrument—micro-changes in air density.  Dallas sets up two teams.. Parker has a net.  D wants no heroics from P… Catch it, put it in the airlock..

Rip with Parker and Brett… can’t figure out why corridor is dark.. thought they’d fixed it..  Parker gets lights to work…  They move into new room… micro changes in air density my ass..  something within 5 meters..a bunch of suits hanging on walls… stick together…tracking device says something is in the locker.. they have the net out, get ready.  It’s the cat… who runs away…

Brett looking for cat.. Here kitty kitty…  we hear something like heartbeat.  He looks up.  We hear the cat again.  Cat is in some kind of machine.. spits and runs.  B finds something on ground.. it is shedding its skin…  walks towards next room (looks somewhat Egyptian—gold….)…  some kind of cooling tower?  Chains and rain from condensation…  calling for Jonesy.. rain is dripping.. takes hat off.  See him from alien pov.  See alien, but don’t know what it is yet.  (this shot not in original) Finds Jonsey.. leans down to call kitty, who snarls… alien is behind him… B turns around and sees it.  We see attack.. interior teeth come out.  He screams…   Rip and P come in; yell for him.. His prod drop down,, blood.  Disappeared into cooling shaft.  Using airducts to move around.  Lam asks if Bret could be alive.. they say no…  P says its huge.. its like a man.  Ash says Kane’s son.   D wants to drive it through the airshaft. To air lock…  Ask P to rig flame throwers… Rip thinks she will go after it, but dallas says no.  Puts her by airlock wi Ash.. Has P and L close off maintenance… 

Dallas in airduct; L reading tracker.. He creeps with light down shaft.. hatches iris open and closed…    Speaks to Rip: close all hatches behind me.. I am moving on..   L spots thing. Somewhere around third junction.  L telling dallas to be careful   He fires down to clear way.  Lambert has lost signal…  tells him it has to be around there…  D picks up some slime… She keeps saying it has to be around there…  L says it is moving towards him….  Like an idiot.. he moves right toward it.  It reaches out its arms to him.  
Parker: No blood. No dallas.. found the gun laying there…  Parker is pissed.  Rip is thinking… Says to proceed with Dallas’s plan.  Lam want to abandon ship… take the shuttle and get the hell out of here.  Shuttle wont take four people.  Parker wants to kill it..  She says we will move it to airshaft in pairs.  Says we have to stick together.. but Parker goes off.  Asks Ash for help… Still collating.  I’ve got access to mother now and I’ll get my own answers… 
Rip in Mother dome..  wants to know why science hasn’t neutralized alien…  Special order 937…  uncovers that Nostromo re-routed…  CREW EXPENDABLE.  Suddenly Ash appears over her shoulder…  She throws him around—against bulkhead.  She leaves and calls Parker and Lambert.  
Ash traps her in corridors….  She sees white blood dripping down his face…  He reaches out and pulls her hair.  They struggle. She has fallen.  He picks her up and throws her on a surface.. porn picts all around.. He rolls up a magazine (porn??) and tries to force it down her throat…  She fights back.  P and L show up.. Ash grabs P over heart..  P hits him on back of head.  In right P hits A and de-capitates him..  P covered with milk.  Ash is a robot…     The headless corpse goes after P. L sticks it in the back with prod.  

P asks why company… Rip says company wanted it for the weapons division…  She is wiring Ash back so he can speak to them.. he may know how to kill it..   What was your special order.  Bring back life form Priority one.  All other priorities rescinded.  He says they can’t kill it.  He says it is a perfect organism.  Perfection matched by its hostility.  Admire its purity.. no conscience/ remorse.     Parker wants to pull the plug…   Ash says they have his sympathies…  Rip says they are going to blow up the ship… Parker incinerates Ash…

Rip asking how long we have after we blow the switches.  Says we’ll need coolant for air systems.. sends them off to get coolant while she starts getting shuttle ready…  suddenly remembers the cat…
P and L getting coolant..  Boy are they noisy..  Lam so scared she is totally clumsy.. Rip looking for Jones.. gets cage.. P and L have coolant on a trolley.. they are checking bottles..making lots of noise rolling them across metal floor.  Se is on bridge calling for the cat…see movement in chairs..   Jones jumps out of chair.  She finally gets damn cat into carrier…  

Loading.. lambert sees it.. P shouting.. get out of the way.. he wants to kill it..  she is paralyzed…  Rip hearing this… P goes for it; it turns and grabs him… impales him with teeth..  Lam screaming…  it wasp around leg (NG leg of Brett.. Lam was not in kakhi).

Silence falls.  Rip is now alone…..Sees parts of Parker hanging… runs through corridors, almost throwing up…. Goes to self-destruct panel. Pulls red handles down.  Console pops up; starts pushing buttons.. columns start ringing.. Voice says auto-destruct is activated…She grabs a bunch of cans of coolant to take to shuttle.. And a flame thrower to protect herself…   goes down and finds an area full of secretions.. Ash is cocooned..  as if Brett.  Dallas says “kill me”  She flames the whole area….

Come back up the ladder…  Grabs Jonsey…  backing through ship… Has only three minutes to override autodestruct…   Sees alien around the corner…   runs away.. leaving the cat..  Alien looking at cat….  She runs back to auto-destruct to turn it off….  Now down to 27 sec and counting..  She frantically reads directions to close it down…  manages to get all rod down…  she puts up handles.. has turned unit back on… ship won’t listen to her.  Count down continues… You BITCH she yells….  Climbs back up to get to shuttle and where she left cat  (cat is covered with golden, metallic ash…  picks up cat.  Foghorn is sounding, lights are turning…  horrible chaos..cacaphony…..  she goes through room into shuttle…  
As she arrives in shuttle she learns she has one minute before ship destructs….PURGE screen as unlocks..  count down is down to 20 secs as she is leaving the ship….   Away from ship at ten seconds..  Light flashes and rocks the ship/// a second blast.. clearly atomic… and then a third…  fade to pink…

Quiet finally: “I got you….son of a bitch…”  She seems utterly exhausted…

She gets up; gets jonsey out.  Open the sleep chamber..    puts Jonsey in chamber… Opens closet, gets out a packet of some kind…   to prep for sleeping.   disrobes to panties and small t-shirt…   Ass crack…  She is pushing buttons when its hand reaches out… It is coiled up on wall. Rip runs for the closet…    We see its hands retract as it feels around the coils of instruments..   Rip sidles up to a space suit and starts getting inside.  Alien is exploring—second jaw/ teeth come out…seems curious.. ot as hostile…   Rip gets on helmet…   Gets gun with harpoon in it (Shades of Moby Dick??)  Comes out of closet.. looks at thing. Faceplate covered with gold dust.  Sits down and begins to lock herself into seat.. singing to herself.. you are my lcky star… lucky lucky… Presses a button that  causes fog that flushes out alien…   It comes screaming down out of hiding place.  She  truns away.. sees its jaw out of the corner o her eye.   Blows airlock..  Then  as it is holding on, hits it with harpoon.. It tumbles a bit and then holds onto engine.. She fires engine to blast it away.  Finally it is torn free.. we see if it finally as whole in the moment when it is defeated……
Ripley now is dictating log.. Last survivor of the Nostromo, signing off..

See her lying like Snow White in her coffin, speckled with dust which turns to stars….

