Things to talk about on poetry papers:
CONTENT ISSUES
ALLEGORICAL INTERPRETATIONS  -- (See ODLT). Allegoricial interpretations insist that there is one (and only one) meaning for a word, image, line or poetry.  They assert: X means Y.  Usually allegorical interpretations are a simplification of a range of possible meanings.

DICTION ISSUES
Avoid “Englishese”--that special language in which you write English papers: pompous repetition of the obvious, assertion of unexamined generalities either so banal they don’t need to be said, or so wrong-headed that you’d never support them in oprrdinaty conversation.

· “Word choice is very important to the literal meaning.”

· “Desire can be a very strong motivator when it comes to the reasons that people do certain things.”
FORMAL ISSUES
QUOTES AROUND A WORD REFERRED TO AS A WORD:

· WRONG: By inserting how between pretty and town, the line reads more like a question than a statement
· Correct: 
INTEGRATING SYNTAX

Whenever you quote, you must incorporate the quotation --be it one word, a sentence, or several sentences -- smoothly into the syntax of your own sentence.

· “In the fourth line of the poem she writes, “And an Orchard for a Dome.” (This is a generic intro which really doesn’t meld the syntax well wnough)

· The woman figure of the poem has apparently as “she would of late/ Have taught to ignorant men most violent ways.” 
PUNCTUATING POETIC QUOTATIONS
· Use colons to introduce quotations when the introduction is a full sentence.  The colon creates coherence, linking the sentence to the quote.  If you only use a comma, it is a CSQUOTE

· When you quote from poetry, you have to put a slash every time the line ends

CORRECT: He says, “confess it, this cannot be said/ A sin, or shame or loss of maidenhood” when their bloods mingle within the flea.
· If you are quoting more than a couple of lines of poetry, the slashes become very irritating, so you should just indent.  When you quote poetry, you must preserve the exact spacing and margins, the patterns of indentation, whether the poem is centered or on the left margin, if here are spaces between stanzas etc.
· When a quotation is indented, you do not need to surround it with quote marks (unless it is dialogue that begins or ends in the quote)
SVA = Lack of Subject-verb agreement

· WRONG: The symbolism and the unusual sentence structure that is introduced in the first stanza contributes to the overall theme and tone of the poem.

