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Adam and Rosemary?



Written in 1968, Robert Hunter’s Rosemary
 is a poem about a very delightful, picturesque girl who has given up on her quest to find a loving man.  Rosemary also parallels the girl’s beauty and sacred innocence to that of the Biblical Garden of Eden.  The poem’s contrast between life and death illustrates not only the fragility of life, like that of a flower, but how life itself, once lost, is irretrievable. 


The poem’s first four lines insinuate 
that the poem’s subject was once in love but is now a beautiful yet lonesome woman. <( By saying that she wore “Boots…of leather”,
 Hunter provides the reader with great imagery of protection and strength.  Like other songs from the era such as Nancy Sinatra’s “These Boots are Made for Walkin’”, the boots could symbolize how she once was in love but was hurt and she now wears them, subconsciously, for her own protection. (>By saying 
that she had a “breath of cologne”, Hunter implies to the reader that her breath and voice are as sweet as perfume.  The third line suggests that she is impoverished by implying that there are no mirrors where she lives but she instead uses the reflection in her window pane
.  Hunter then blatantly states that she’s single as he says “She sat quite alone”; almost as if she were waiting the man 
who once hurt her to return to her arms.

The second stanza of the poem introduces imagery of life and growth which is contrasted later in the piece.  By saying “All around her/the garden grew”, Hunter introduces a profound imagery of life, nourishment and care.  These two lines are also significant because they suggest that while life flourishes around this lady, she did not.  The insinuation that she did not grow with the garden stresses the fact that she is a beautiful, fertile woman without a mate, as she did not continue to bloom with nature.  The lady’s innocence is compared to that of a flower; she did not continue to grow because she is without love.  The innate imagery of life is continued in lines seven and eight as Hunter names the colors of flowers which “[grew] all around her.” All of the colors Hunter mentions are all possible colors of human blood;
 as blood, before mixed with oxygen is purple or blue, and after, appears scarlet or crimson.  The petals of the flowers in the poem are representative of the lady’s fragile life. 

The third stanza of the poem contrasts with the vivacious imagery of nature mentioned in previous lines and introduces imagery of death and decay.  Lines nine and ten describe the last weeks of the lady’s life by saying “She came and she went/and at last went away”, while lines eleven and twelve tell how “The garden was sealed/when the flowers decayed.”  This series of events leads the reader to believe that there is some supernatural power which controls the garden where the lady lived before her death.  Hunter states that the garden was sealed only after the death of the flowers, not the death of the lady.  The fact that Hunter chose the metaphor of flowers to parallel human life is intriguing as flowers die and rise again yet humans only experience one death.  By saying that the garden was sealed, Hunter suggests that these flowers will not again bloom, as no one is there to nourish them.


In the last four lines of the poem, Hunter makes a Biblical reference the Garden of Eden which further supports the theory that the lady is an innocent, ‘Eve’ like figure.  Hunter also mentions in line thirteen that this garden is walled; not open to the public, possibly because it holds some power that humans cannot handle.  In line fifteen and sixteen Hunter states an ironic legend about this mystical garden which reads “No one may come here/since no one may stay.” This line is ironic because it raises the question of how the lady came to live in this garden.  If this legend is true, then the lady is obviously the first and only occupant of this place; which connects to her problem of loneliness.   



Through the poem’s contrasts of life and death, it can be deduced that this is the Garden of Eden or another garden like it; as the legend in the poem states that it is forever lost. It is forever lost because, unlike the budding flowers, the lady had no husband and bore no children hence, no one to take care of the flowers.  
"Rosemary"
Words by Robert Hunter 
Copyright Ice Nine Publishing; used by permission. 

[Rosemary] 

Boots were of leather
A breath of cologne
Her mirror was a window
She sat quite alone

All around her
the garden grew
scarlet and purple
and crimson and blue

She came and she went
and at last went away
The garden was sealed
when the flowers decayed

On the wall of the garden
a legend did say:
No one may come here
since no one may stay

�Title isn’t immediately understandable.  Could we have a subtitle “Religious Imagery in Robert Hunter’s Song”


�Is “Rosemary” a book?  Should be in quotes.


�Too many commas??  Illustrates not only that life is fragile like a flower but also that life once lost is irretrievable.


� Is this the right word?  Imply, suggest, indicate


� Throughout the paper, commas are incorrectly placed outside instead of inside quote marks.


� Internal tans.  By next saying…


� I am not sure this works…  Could be other interps.  It could be she spends so much time looking out the window she is not really aware of herself.   This interp actually fits topic sentence better than the ppoverty one.  


�Word left out?


� Do not need semi-colons with “as” because it is a subordinate conjunction.





