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EK. Sparks

Engl 310
2:30-3:45 MW
Dan 312

Spring 2005


Policy Statement for Engl 310—

Critical Writing about Literature
q Keep a copy of this handout for future reference; it constitutes a legal contract between us.  You are responsible for knowledge of its contents throughout the semester 

X Getting in Touch with Me
My office is 613 Strode; the phone number is 656-5410.  To leave a message call my home.
My office hours are: MW 9:00-11:00 and 4:00-5:00; T/Th 3:30-4:30, and by appointment.  Check the schedule on my home page for changes. 
My e-mail address is sparks@clemson.edu  (This is the most reliable way to contact me)

My home page is http://hubcap.clemson.edu/~sparks/   You can reach the class home page from here.  
My home phone is 646-6232; my answering machine is currently working.

 Please be courteous about when you call.
{  Texts (in order of use) (Prices and Availability from Amazon.com)
· Michael Meyer, Thinking and Writing about Literature: A Text and Anthology..  2nd ed. 0-312-24874-1 .  $66.00 but used copies available on Amazon for $20.00.
· Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays. by Northrop Frye. List price 17.95.   47 used & new from $4.99

· The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms  by Chris Baldick List Price:   $14.95

· Darker Face of the Earth by Rita Dove  List Price:   $14.00

· Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf  List Price:   $12.00 (Harcourt Brace ed.)

y Course Content and Goals
     Engl  310 is designed to help you write about literature with skill and sophistication. While it is not a course in literary criticism or research, it does aim to teach fundamental interpretive techniques that will enable you to write competent papers about works in various literary genres.  Of course, reading literature well is the basis for writing well about it, and so this course is as much about reading as it is about writing.  As a bridge between sophomore literature courses and advanced courses in the major, it covers important literary and critical terms, basic interpretive strategies, and conventional types of writing assignments.  In addition, it attempts to provide you with the beginnings of an historical overview of literary modes and genres, while demonstrating methods for comparing and contrasting works in various genres from different historical eras.
?Course Activities and Grades
· 25% Reading Quizzes, homework, extras

· 65% Papers

· 10% Final
e Reading,  Quizzes, Homework, Journals, Extra Credit
We will read two plays, a novel, and bunch of poems plus much of a book on reading and writing about literature, a good dose of a book on criticism, and several critical essays.  I expect you to have done all the assigned reading for a given day, so I will regularly test that expectation by giving you short quizzes.  I have been careful about making reading assignments that are short enough to be read well and thoroughly.  I expect you to be an active reader – that means you must read slowly, perhaps more than once, noting down key words and main ideas, being responsible about keeping track of questions/problems you are having.  

The course is divided into five units. For each unit you will have the opportunity to earn between 4 and 6 points.  Everyone will be required to take the reading quizzes for each unit, each usually worth a possible 3 points. You can also turn in (electronically please, via e-mail on listserv) a reading response for each unit, worth one or two points, depending on length and quality.  In addition, you can earn an extra point by doing a creative project: writing a poem about the material covered in the unit; making a concept/cognitive map or other visualization of the content of that unit.  I may add other one-point possibilities as the semester develops.  Points will be posted on Blackboard.  You have a week after the last day of a unit to send in any extra points you want counted.

Unit I: Reading Drama (6 pts.)

Unit II: Archetypal Approaches (5 pts.)

Unit III:  Poetry Analysis (6 pts.)

Unit IV: Reading Fiction (4 pts.)

Unit 5: Research and Criticism (4 pts.) 

Throughout the semester I will be announcing and posting on the class web syllabus opportunities for extra credit.  For Extra Credit, you must attend the event and then write at least 250 wds about it, preferably discussing its relevance to ideas and issues discussed in this class.  Send this to the class list serve.
  Writing
Papers 

 Paper #1: 2-3 pp. Using Frye to analyze mode and plot of any work of lit. 5%
Due Monday, Feb 7   

 Paper #2: 4-6  pp.  Comparative Analysis of Sophocles and Dove. 10%       

            Due Monday, Feb 21
Paper #3: 2-3 pp. analyzing archetypal imagery & plot in any work of lit. 5%   

      
Due Monday, Feb 28                                                                                   

 Paper #4: 3-5 pp. Poetry explication of short poem (max 12 lines) 10% 
Due Monday,  Mar 14  
Paper #5: 5-7 pp. Analysis of longer poem (max 25 lines) 15%

Due Monday, Apr 4
 Paper #6: 3-5 pp. analysis of Mrs D; no outside sources. 5%
 Due Monday, Apr 11

 Paper #7: 5-7 pp. paper on Mrs. Dalloway, incorporating criticism 15%

Due Monday, May 2
As you can tell from the list of assignments, there will be a lot of writing, seven papers: 2 short (only 2 pp.), 3 medium (3-5 pp.) and 2 longer (around 5-7 pp.  I have carefully timed them so they come in about every two weeks.  All papers are to be based on “primary material,” ie. things we have read in class.   Since this is a class about literary interpretation rather than research and criticism, we will not be using “secondary” sources except for one assignment which deals with literary research.  So almost none of your papers will be “research” papers; instead they will be based on your own understanding of the works at hand. 

All of these are “formal” papers, which means I expect them to follow the manuscript guidelines in Meyer (pp. 40-2), except that I do like papers to be stapled and headers can be single-spaced.  As formal papers they should also all have:
· A title 

· A thesis or central main idea

· Paragraphs (preferably with topic sentences)
· Quotations that are correctly punctuated 

· A Works Cited Page

· No spelling errors that could have been caught by spell-check

You will always have the opportunity (and occasionally perhaps will be required) to revise your papers.  All revisions must be handed in no later than two weeks after the paper was returned.  You must discuss and clear the revision with me before you do it.  Generally, I only allow you to revise when I am convinced you will learn something from the process, so revisions usually involve a wholesale reorganization of the original paper. The final grade entered in the grade book will be an average of the before and after grades. 
4Final exam: 10% of grade.  A couple of short essays (you’ll have some choice), discuss​ing major concepts developed through​out the course.  I will give you the list of questions early in the last week of classes.  It will be open book and open notes, but you have to actually write in in-class.
T Presence
     I expect you to be here; I will be taking attendance.  I will allow six absences -- total, excused or unexcused -- over the course of the semester.  After 6, your grade is lowered a notch for every absence. More than 8 absences and you are history; dropped or failed, depending on how soon you do it.  (March 4, 2005 is the drop date.)

Staying in Touch with the Course   
Detailed assignments for each day of class are kept up-to-date on the class syllabus page at: http://hubcap.clemson.edu/~sparks/lit310/index310.htm  Always check this page before bothering me or other class members about assignments. Also check the syllabus page daily to see what books you need to bring. 

Links to all handouts for the class are available on the web syllabus on the class day they were used.  Some links are also available on the main class web page. 
3 Deadlines for and Turning in of Assignments

          Since this class is based on the process of development in your writing and since assignments build upon one another, they tend to lose their meaning if they are not handed in on time. If you come to class without an assignment necessary for the class activities of that day, you will not get credit for doing it -- even if you do complete it later, which you will usually have to do. (If you are absent, you also lose credit for doing the assignment.) 

Hard copy of out-of-class papers is all due by 5:00 P.M. at my office, Strode 613. E-mail and web versions are usually due by midnight. This allows extra time so that you won't have to miss class because you hadn't finished typing. Major papers lose a portion of the grade for every day late unless previous arrangements have been made with me.

 w Plagiarism

          One of the major goals of this course is learning how to use citations, so we will work hard on learning to quote, paraphrase, and responsibly integrate the ideas and words of others into your writing. 

          Deliberate plagiarism from library or on-line sources or from other students' papers will be prosecuted to the full extent of university regulations. 

          Read the section on plagiarism in the Student Handbook. A serious offense, plagiarism can get you thrown out of school and remain a permanent blot on your record--besides causing you to loose national elections.

