Questions to Ask about the Beats

· What does the word “beat” mean and where did it come from?

· Tired, down and out  --

· Kerouac added connotations of “beatific” and “on the beat” 
· When did the Beat movement happen and what was its social/historical context?

· In the 50;s—the 50;s are the era of suburbia, of the nuclear family, of conformity; rise of managerial class (man in the grey flannel suit).  HUAC: red scare (McCarthyism)
· See WIKIPEDIA section on Historical Context http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_Generation#Historical_context
· What is the Beat movement all about?  What are its major attitudes, themes, and concerns?

· Emphasis on creativity, rebellion against authority, non-conformity
· Look as scruffy as possible; don’t wash or cut your hair

· Drugs (often as an enhancement to creativity or religious vision)

· Sex—break conventions

· Critique of suburbia

· Anti-materialism and consumerism, industrialization

· WIKIPEDIA: “By either definition, the members of the Beat Generation were new bohemian ecstatic epicureans, who often engaged in a spontaneous creativity. The style of their work may seem chaotic, but the chaos was purposeful; it highlighted the primacy of such Beat Generation essentials as spontaneity, open emotion, visceral engagement in often gritty worldly experiences. The beat writers produced a body of written work controversial both for its advocacy of non-conformity and for its non-conforming style.
· GINSBERG’S LIST OF INLUENTIAL BEAT IDEAS  from Wikipedia:

Ginsberg has characterized some of the essential effects of Beat Generation artistic movement in the following terms:

· Spiritual liberation, sexual "revolution" or "liberation," i.e., gay liberation, somewhat catalyzing women's liberation, black liberation, Gray Panther activism. 

· Liberation of the world from censorship. 

· Demystification and/or decriminalization of some laws against marijuana and other drugs. 

· The evolution of rhythm and blues into rock and roll as a high art form, as evidenced by the Beatles, Bob Dylan, and other popular musicians influenced in the later fifties and sixties by Beat generation poets' and writers' works. 

· The spread of ecological consciousness, emphasized early on by Gary Snyder and Michael McClure, the notion of a "Fresh Planet." 

· Opposition to the military-industrial machine civilization, as emphasized in writings of Burroughs, Ginsberg, and Kerouac. 

· Attention to what Kerouac called (after Spengler) a "second religiousness" developing within an advanced civilization. 

· Return to an appreciation of idiosyncrasy as against state regimentation. 

· Respect for land and indigenous peoples and creatures, as proclaimed by Kerouac in his slogan from On the Road: "The Earth is an Indian thing." 

The essence of the phrase "beat generation" may be found in On the Road with the celebrated phrase: "Everything belongs to me because I am poor."
· How can you see these concerns epitomized in the poems for today?
· Who are the main beat writers?
· 
New York Beats

· Allen Ginsberg

· Jack Kerouac

· Gegory Corso

· William Burroughs
· San Francisco Renaissance

· Kenneth Rexroth, 
· Gary Snyder, 
· Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
· Black Mountain Poets

· Robert Creeley 
· Robert Duncan.
