Dr. E.K. Sparks

Engl 215

Fall 2006 

  Paper Assignment  
Paper (20%) Draft DUE Friday, Oct 27; Turnitin.com report Due Friday, Nov 10. Final due Wednesday,Nov. 15. 

      You will write one fairly short, out-of class paper (5-7 pp.=  1250-1750 wds.). Your paper will compare and contrast major themes, image, ideas in at least two works assigned for reading in class.  It should not be a simple book report/ plot summary of your supplemental reading, but instead should have a thesis, focusing on similarities and differences in ideas, images, characters, or plots of the works.

This paper will not require the use of library or web resources or reading of literary criticism; it will just be you thinking about reading.  I am more interested in your reading process than whether you are “right.” I hope that mandating a comparison between works read in class will in fact make it impossible for you to find anyone else’s critical reading to lean on.   
This paper should use the in-text, parenthetical MLA documentation style you should have learned in Freshman Comp. So there will be no footnotes; you will have a works cited page listing the works you quote from, and anytime you quote in the text, you will provide a page number in parentheses. If you don’t know how to do MLA style documentation, look at the examples on the web syllabus.

You will have a chance to turn in a draft of this paper to me for my comments and advice; but in order to get this help, you must turn the draft in on time.  Also, everyone will be required to submit their final paper to “Turnitin.com” and to provide me with the report from that submission.  If you plagiarize this paper I will fail you for the whole course; trust me—it’s not worth it.

Possible Paper Topics (You can invent your own, but clear it with me first)

1. Discuss similarities between the view of war as something that depersonalizes us, makes us machines rather than humans, in Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse Five and Dickey’s poem, “The Firebombing.”

2. Compare and contrast attitudes towards material possessions in Slaughterhouse Five, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Sticks and Bones, and/or One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. 
3. What central themes of Beat poetry do you find reflected in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest?  Would you call it a Beat novel?  Why or why not?  Another version of this: What does Ginsberg see as being wrong about “America” in his poem? To what degree do other writers we’ve read so far share that same critique?  
4. At the beginning of his novel Anna Karenina, Leon Tolstoy famously says, “Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.”  Would you say this is true of the families we have seen so far in this course: Billy Pilgrim’s family in Slaughterhouse Five, the Pollitt family in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, the Nelson Family in Sticks and Bones ? How are these families alike?  How are they different?
5. Compare and contrast the treatment of women in several of the works we’ve read.  How are women presented in Slaughterhouse Five, in Sticks and Bones, in Cuckoo’s Nest?  
6. Sticks and Bones presents a critique of racism, showing how the Nelson family projects their own fears about themselves onto stereotypes about the Vietnamese.  Compare and contrast how this play deals with racism with how the topic is dealt with in Cuckoo’s Nest.   
7. “All this happened, more or less,” says Vonnegut at the beginning of Slaughterhouse Five (1).  The Chief makes a similar statement at the beginning of  Cuckoo’s Nest: “It’s the truth even if it didn’t happen” (Kesey 13).  The fuzziness about what is real is associated with the fact that both these books have protagonists who are schizophrenic and thus have difficulty determining what is real.  Compare and contrast the madness of Billy Pilgrim and Chief Bromden.  How do the two authors use schizophrenia as a way of criticizing our society? 
8. Using specific examples of cage or PRISON IMAGERY, compare and contrast what several works have to say about the plight of man in the modern world. Why do these works think we are isolated/ alienated from one another? What possibilities are there for escaping the prison of the self? 
9.  Both Slaughterhouse Five and Cuckoo’s Nest question the viability of the myth of heroic AMERICAN MALE -- macho man, the archetypal jock, etc -- questioning whether or not this image of how a man “should be” is really very healthy. Using specific incidents and quotations, discuss how these authors feel about this archetype. 

More themes to think about:

10. CRITIQUE OF CHRISTIANITY/RELIGION
11. ROLE OF TV, MOVIES, MASS MEDIA
12. FRIENDSHIP/ COMRADERIE
13. THE HERO’S QUEST
