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U Dr. E.K.Sparks

Fall 2006 
4:00-5:15 MW    

Daniel 201
Policy Statement: Engl 215.300
Presence
· I expect you to be here; I will be taking attendance.

· I will allow three absences --  total -- over the course of the semester

· An absence is an absence; it doesn’t matter if it is excused or not. 
· After three absences, your grade with be dropped one letter per absence.  If you have an A in the course, with 4 absences, it becomes a B, with 5 a C, with 6 a D.  Anyone with seven absences will fail the course; with a B average you fail with 6 absences.  Is this VERY clear?
Books Needed (in Order of Use) 
· Aug 28: SLAUGHTERHOUSE  FIVE by Vonnegut

· Sep 6 : CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF  by Tennesse Williams 

· Sep 20: STICKS AND BONES by David Rabe  
· Oct 4: ONE FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST by Ken Kesey
· Oct 23: WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?  By Edward Albee
· Nov 1: MAMA DAY  by Gloria Naylor
· Nov 27: ORANGES ARE NOT THE ONLY FRUIT  by Jeannette Winterson
Course Content and Goals
The main objective for this class is to help you become a better-- more engaged, more eager, more knowledgeable, more comfortable -- reader.  I would like for you to leave the class feeling like your ability and desire to read contemporary literature have both increased.   I have designed the course so there is a fairly even split between poetry, drama and novels, so I am hoping that you will learn more about how to read, and watch, and listen to all three genres.  To that end, we will be reading a play, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, that is being performed at the Warehouse Theater in Greenville.  The whole class is invited to a free preview of the play on Wednesday, Sept 6.  We will discuss how to arrange transportation to the preview, and everyone is expected to go to a performance of the play.  On Monday, Sept 11, the director of the play and perhaps some of the actors will come to class to discuss the performance and to walk about the differences between reading a play and seeing it performed.

This is also a course about writing.  You’ll have several kinds of writing assignments.  In the middle of the semester, you’ll have to read an extra book, one not on the syllabus, and write a paper comparing and contrasting that book with something we’ve read in class.

Another objective of this course has to do with making you more aware of recent history and the way in which literature reflects, comments on, and even sometimes creates that history. So the works that we will read will span the century from the fifties to the nineties, and we will read works written by authors from many different perspectives.

Course Activities and Assignments
Reading

We will read 3 plays  4 novels, and a bunch of poems.  I expect you to have done all the assigned reading for a given day, so I will regularly test that expectation by giving you short quizzes.  I have been careful about making reading assignments that are short enough to be read well and thoroughly.  I expect you to be an active reader – that means you must read slowly, perhaps more than once, noting down key words and main ideas, being responsible about keeping track of questions/problems you are having.  For novels, I have carefully designed the syllabus so you always have a weekend to complete the book.  However, we have a couple of novels near the end of the course, so you may want to read ahead.
 Unit Points (30%)
The course is divided into five units. For each unit you will have the opportunity to earn between 5 and 7 points.  Everyone will be required to take the reading quizzes for each unit, each usually worth a possible 3 points. You can also turn in (electronically please, via e-mail on listserv) reading responses for each unit, worth one or two points, depending on length and quality.  In addition, you can earn an extra point by doing a creative project: writing a poem about the material covered in the unit; making a concept/cognitive map or other visualization of the content of that unit.  I may add other one-point possibilities as the semester develops.  Points will be posted on Blackboard.  You have two weeks after the last day of a unit to send in any extra points you want counted.  Students who have accumulated the requisite number of points for a unit cannot get additional extra credit for that unit .
Unit One::“Things Fall Apart”. . .  Modern and Post Modern = 6pts.
Unit Two::  “Mere Anrachy is Loosed” .  . . War =5 pts.
Unit Three: “Falcon and Falconer”. . . Beats and Heroes= 6 pts.
Unit 4:  “Passionate Intensity” . . . Love and Need= 7 pts.
Unit 5: “Ceremonies of Innocence”. . . Making Thing Whole = 6 points
Poetry Project (15%) DUE M, Oct 9
This will involve selecting a poet from a list, researching their life and work in historical context, choosing one or two poems to focus on, reading and recording them in either Breeze Presentor (a plug in for PowerPoint) or as a podcast, and posting the reading plus an analysis of the poems and a picture of the poet in Blackboard.  Part of your grade will also include listening to and writing responses about other students’ poetry readings.   I may also give a quiz over the poetry projects, and/or a discussion of the projects may be part of the final exam.  
Paper (20%) Draft DUE Oct 20; Turnitin.com report DUE Oct. 30. Final due Nov. 3. 

You will write one short, out-of class paper (6-8 pp.= 1500-2000 wds.). Writing this paper will involve reading a book (a novel or play or collection of poems) not covered in the class.  Your paper will compare and contrast major themes in the outside work to themes discussed in class.  I will give you (and post on the web site) a list of supplemental readings with some possible paper topics, and will review the basics of writing a literary analysis paper in class.  This paper will not require the use of library or web resources or reading of literary criticism; it will just be you thinking about reading.  You will have a chance to turn in a draft of this paper to me for my comments and advice; but in order to get this help, you must turn the draft in on time.  Also, everyone will be required to submit their final paper to “Trunitin.com” and to provide me with the report from that submission.  If you plagiarize this paper I will fail you for the whole course; trust me—it’s not worth it.

Creative Project (15%) Due in Class Nov 29 or Dec 4.
This assignment asks you to use some form of art to express your perspective on the literature studied throughout the course.  You may focus on only one work or group works together thematically.  You will do a short (5 minutes max) presentation of your project to the class and must also write an explanation/reflection/ analysis of the process and significance of making your project to turn in to me along with the project.  (I will provide a much fuller explanation of this assignment later, along with examples of previous projects.)  Media can include: writing (poetry, alternate versions of stories etc.), drawing, sculpting, scrapbooks, altered books, videos (5 minute rule still applies) or artifacts such as quilts, charts, mosaics, jewelry.  You can made food, write a song, build a model, sew a book, string a puppet-- the possibilities are totally endless.
Extra Credit

Throughout the semester I will be announcing and posting on the class web syllabus opportunities for extra credit.  For extra credit, you must attend the event and then write at least 250 wds about it, preferably discussing its relevance to ideas and issues discussed in this class.  Send this to the class list serve. Events certified by me are floating extra credit points and may be applied to any unit in which you have a deficit.
Evaluation
Your grade for the course will be based on:

Quizzes and unit points = 30%

Poetry Project = 15%

Literary Analysis Paper = 20%

Creative Project= 15%

Final = 20%

Grading Scale

The grading scale for this class is:  90+ = A; 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; 0-59 = F. 

Class Web Site
I have built a web site for the class.  You can get to it from my home page or go directly to:

< www:clemson.edu/dial/engl215/index215.html>  It contains:

· The complete, accurate and updated web syllabus.  This is the definitive syllabus for the course, containing all assignments as well as links to e-texts and other course materials. 

· Policy Statement

· Chronologies of Contemporary American History
Getting in Touch with Me  

My office is 617 Strode; the phone number is 656-5410. .

My office hours are: M 1:10-2:15, T 2:00-4:00, W 9:00-11:00 and 1:10-2:15 and by appointment.  Check schedule on my home page for changes due to committee meetings. 

My e-mail address is sparks@clemson.edu  (This is the most reliable way to contact me)
My home page is www.clemson.edu/~sparks/  You can reach the class home page from there. 

My home phone is 646-6232; my answering machine is currently working.

Please be courteous about when you call.






