Annual Festival Takes Place Jan. 28-Feb. 2

CLEMSON’S SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL LOOKS AT TOURISM

CLEMSON — For more than 400 years William Shakespeare has been widely popular.  So popular, in fact, fans from all over the globe flock to the locations of his plays and the theaters that present them.  This year, the Clemson University Shakespeare Festival investigates the phenomenon of Shakespeare and Tourism.  

 “Places like Shakespeare’s hometown of Stratford-on-Avon attract millions of visitors each year,” said Elizabeth Rivlin, the Clemson University English professor who directs the festival.  “More locally, the Alabama Shakespeare Festival in Montgomery boasts nearly 300,000 visitors each year.”

From Sunday, Jan. 28, through Friday, Feb. 2, the 16th annual Clemson Shakespeare Festival will host a variety of activities that celebrate the Bard, as well as look at why people travel great distances to experience his writings.  Stage presentations, lectures, workshops, and film screenings are part of festivities taking place at various locations on campus.  
Among the esteemed panel of Shakespearean scholars scheduled to speak is Lise Friedman, the co-author of “Letters to Juliet: Celebrating Shakespeare’s Greatest Heroine, the Magical City of Verona and the Power of Love.”  The book tells the story of the many volunteers of Verona who answer countless letters written to Juliet, one of literatures most famous heroines.  
“Even though scholars differ as to whether Shakespeare ever set foot in Italy, Verona has gained immortality as the setting for “Romeo and Juliet,” explained Friedman.  “Juliet’s house and her tomb, monuments created in response to the unflagging power of her legend, are the destinations of choice for most tourists to the city.”  Friedman’s lecture will explore why tourists flock to these fictional monuments.

Corresponding with Friedman’s presentation, the Aquila Theatre Company will perform “Romeo and Juliet,” Shakespeare’s unmatchable tale of uncompromising love.  The play follows the compelling events that unfold out of the ancient rift between two great Italian families.  In addition, the play chronicles the dynamic relationship of two love-struck teenagers who follow their passion for each other against all odds.
“The London- and New York-based Aquila Theatre Company is one of a few touring ensembles presenting classic drama,” explained Lillian Harder director of the Brooks Center.  “It is also one of the best.” 


Aquila has won international acclaim for its bold, intelligent, and stylish productions of Shakespeare.  The ensemble is the largest participant in the National Endowment of the Arts’ Shakespeare in American Communities program.  It also has the distinction of presenting a special performance at the White House as well as numerous highly acclaimed runs in New York City, Los Angeles, and Washington D.C.


Aquila performs “Romeo and Juliet” in the Brooks Center for the Performing Arts at 8 p.m. on Wednesday-Thursday, Jan. 31-Feb.1.  Tickets are $18 for adults and $10 for students. 


In addition to “Romeo and Juliet,” Clemson’s own theatre company—the Clemson Players—will reprise their engrossing production of “Henry V” as part of live theatre offerings on Friday, Feb. 2, at 8 p.m. in Edgar’s located on the lower-level of the University Union.  The performance is free. 


The screenings of two highly provocative films in the Hendrix Student Center are planned as well.  “Shakespeare Behind Bars” is a gripping documentary that follows a group of Kentucky prison inmates as they mount a production of “The Tempest.”  Written, directed, and produced by the husband and wife team of Hank Rogerson and Jilann Spitzmiller, “Shakespeare Behind Bars” is the winner of several international film competitions, including the Sundance, Edinburgh, and Boston film festivals. 

“Tromeo and Juliet” moves Shakespeare’s classic tale from 16th century Verona to the crumbling modern day cityscape of New York City.  This bold interpretation features body piercing, kinky sex, car crashes, and dismemberment.  “‘Tromeo and Juliet’ is one of the most subversive and original adaptations ever put on screen,” said Rivlin.  “The filmmakers aim for an extreme that they believe captures the spirit of original performances of ‘Romeo and Juliet.’”

The screening of “Shakespeare Behind Bars” is Sunday, Jan. 28, at 3 p.m. and the screening of “Tromeo and Juliet” is Monday, Jan. 29, 8 p.m.  (Due to the mature content, “Tromeo and Juliet” may not be suitable for all audiences.)  The screenings are free and take place in the McKissick Theatre located in the Hendrix Student Center.

This year’s Albert Hamilton Holt Colloquium presents a panel of distinguished Shakespearean scholars that not only includes Lise Friedman of New York University but also University of Alabama English professor Sharon O’Dair, and Delta State University English professor John Ford.  Also taking part in the discussion is Michelle McCollum, an expert on cultural tourism and the executive director of the South Carolina National Heritage Corridor.  They will discuss the cultural, economic, and social ramifications of Shakespeare and Tourism on Tuesday, Jan. 30 at 5 p.m. and on Wednesday, Jan. 31 at 4 p.m. in Room 117 of the Brooks Center.

This expert panel brings a wealth of experiences and ideas to the conversation,” Rivlin said.  “We are looking forward to a lively engagement of thoughts.” 

Information about the 16th Annual Clemson Shakespeare Festival at Clemson University, is located at www.clemson.edu/Shakespeare.  Tickets and information are also available at the Brooks Center website, www.clemson.edu/Brooks or by call the Brooks Center box office at (864) 656-7787, Monday-Friday, 1-5 p.m.
